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Social Contract Theory

Thomas Hobbes (1603-1679) and Jean-
Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778)

An ment between individuals held
together by common interest

Avoids society degenerating into the
‘state of nature’ or the ‘war of all
against all’ (Hobbes)

“Morality consists in the set of rules,

governing how people are to treat one
mo(her,thnmuomlmlewillagme

to accept, for their m benefit, on
the condition that others follow those
rules as well.”

We trade some of our liberty for a stable
society.




* % A'government:big
™, "enough to give you
* _everything you'want,'is
- strong enough to take

everything you have.
Thomas Jefferson
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- Satisfaction and Trust with Democracy Today

s B annd

Satisfaction with Democracy:

60%+
O 50-60%
O 20-50%
@ <20%

. No Longer Democratic
O No Data / Never Democratic

Satisfaction with democracy across the world in the mid- to late-1990s to January 2020.
Source: Bennett Institute for Public Policy, University of Cambridge and forms part of the work of the

new Centre for the Future of Democracy. Published January 2020 _{
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i Regional Trends and Comparisons

Global Dissatisfaction with Democracy Report 2020:

'

100% A

750/0- O
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Dissatisfied With Democracy (%)

0% 1

Southeast South Sub-Saharan Northeast Ang\o;Saxon Eur'ope Latin
Asia Asia Africa Asia Democracies America

Change over time in democratic dissatisfaction by region from mid-1990s to latest set of
observations. For Southeast Asia, changes are only shown since 2001; for South Asia, since
2002. Regional points relative to size of region’s population. Dissatisfaction has risen in every
region except in South Asia, where it has remained stable, and Southeast Asia, where it has
fallen. Bennett Institute for Public Policy at the University of Cambridge and forms part of the
work of the new Centre for the Future of Democracy. Published January 2020
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. Change in percentage who are dissatisfied
with democracy, from mid-1990s (average of
surveys) to latest observation (average of the
three most recent surveys). Points proportion-
ate to country population. While most large
democracies have seen rising rate of discon-
tentment, a number of small democracies have
improved, notably in Scandinavia and post-
communist Europe.
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Public trust In government near historic lows
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CJ %6 who trust the govt in Washington always or most of the time
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Percent Dissatisfied with Democracy

40%

30%

Figure 3: Rising dissatisfaction with democracy across the world, in democracies representing 2.45 billion individuals
across Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, Europe, North America, East Asia, and Australasia. Based
on 3,218 separate individual country surveys, classified by date of fieldwork and grouped on a quarterly
annual basis, with the total averaged on a population-weighted basis. A constant country sample is
maintained in all periods by rolling forward observations in country quarters lacking new data, to prevent

sample bias from affecting the changes.
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Satisfaction and confidence across public services (2012)
% of citizens expressing confidence/satisfaction

National government
34% 40%

2 -

lsrasl

Local police
57% 72%

Judicial system
48% 51%

——

OECD

OECD range a

Health care Education system
69% 71% 62% 66%

Source: Waorld Gallup Poll
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