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Evaluation of Teng Shin Fong's graduation assignment in the National Defense College program, 2018-2019

Teng Shin Fong's work "Social Resilience – Comparisons between the State of Israel and Singapore," completed in the framework of his studies in the National Defense College 2018-2019 is an excellent example for a scholarly meticulous piece of research. 

I was honored to instruct Teng from the very first steps when he decided about the topic and then to watch how he gradually gathered the academic materials, together with the practical studies, and bit by bit accumulated them all into one coherent study. The fact that Teng Shin Fong's essay quotes almost 130 references is no minor fact; it is just another proof for his uncompromising quest for knowledge within the issues that he chose to deal with. 

Teng Shin Fong compared social resilience in Israel and in Singapore concerning both countries' reactions and preparedness towards terror attacks – potential as well as in practice. He first constructed the theoretical layers relating to terror and to social resilience, then launched an in-depth inquiry into the social and cultural components in each of the examined nations. After his study of Israel and Singapore separately, Teng Shin Fong went into a comparison of various key factors, such as historical context, national narrative, preparedness, culture [or more accurately – multiculturalism in both case studies], and most importantly – leadership.

Teng Shin Fong's conclusions and recommendations are indeed worthy for civilian as well as military leaders both in Israel and in Singapore. 

All things considered, I recommend to grant this essay the highest possible grade [100%].

Dr. Eyal Lewin

Dept. of Middle Eastern Studies and Political Science

Ariel University, Israel
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