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Slide 1 - Opening

e Introduction

Slide 2 — Main Topics

e Main Topics

Slide 3 — Lack of Strategic Depth

e Israel is a small and narrow country, characterized by a “narrow waist” - lacking
strategic depth.

e Israel is surrounded by hostile entities on its borders (Hezbollah, Hamas, PIJ)
and further away (lran) — 360 degrees of threats.

e Ballistic missiles are the main weapon in the hands of Israel’'s enemies. These
missiles are constantly being upgraded for better precision, further range and
greater damage potential.

e |Israel’s entire territory is within rocket range; national infrastructure and civilians
are exposed at all times.

Slide 4 — Cyber Arena

e In addition to our geographical surroundings, the cyber dimension is constantly
changing the area. In this arena, the physical distance is meaningless yet it has a
crucial effect.

e The State of Israel faces threats from numerous players — states, terror
organizations, various ideological organizations, independent hackers and more.

Slide 5 — National Security Concept

e Warning; Deterrence; Decisiveness; Defense.
e The national security concept helps to compensate for the lack of
physical/geographical strategic depth.

Slide 6 — Iran Terror Network (ITN)

e The Shiite theocracy of Iran strives for regional hegemony and rule of the Islamic
world under a radical Islamist ideology, constantly working to destabilize the
Middle East.

¢ Iran’s interests beyond its borders are pursued mainly by cultivating Shiite
proxies throughout the region, providing them with both directive and weapons.
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Iran’s Islamist vision of “exporting the revolution” wreaks havoc and anguish
everywhere it reaches as its proxies prefer to exploit locals for terror purposes
rather than work towards improving their circumstances.

Iran calls for Israel’s destruction and constantly attempts to open more fronts with
Israel; its influence patterns close in on Israel from various directions.

Slide 7 — Shiite Axis

Iran is trying to build a land corridor through Iraq, Syria and Lebanon all the way
to the Mediterranean Sea.

Iran’s Quds Force mobilizes proxies in these countries, shattering their
sovereignty - most significantly, Lebanese Hezbollah (LH).

It is from these countries that Iran builds advanced weapon capabilities aimed
directly towards Israel.

Iran also helps its proxies reach independent manufacturing capabilities, as
demonstrated by LH’s conversion project.

The distribution of advanced weapons throughout the Middle East, namely
precision missiles, destabilizes the region and compromises Israel’s security.
Nuclear Weapons:

o Iran endeavors to reach nuclear weapons in breach of its agreements and
commitments made to the international community. Iran continues to
develop advanced centrifuges, enrich uranium, and more.

o A nuclear Iran is not only an “Israeli problem”, but a grave concern for the
international community.

o IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency) investigations have proved
that Iran is in fact hiding and blocking inspector access to sites.

“The Campaign Between the Wars”: Israel is taking an active approach to
counter the entrenchment of the Shiite axis. The objective of the campaign is to
delay the next war as much as possible, and to improve its starting point
conditions.

Further Matters:
o JCPOA, the “Iran nuclear deal”, is a bad solution, shortening Iran’s path to
the bomb and neglecting other threats it poses.
o The “Maximum Pressure” campaign is effective and influential, restricting
Iran’s ability to promote terror and destabilize the region.
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Slide 8 — Iran Under Pressure

e Due to US sanctions, the death of Soleimani, COVID-19, demonstrations, IAEA
pressure and more - Iran has found itself in an historic depression.

¢ |n addition, the new Iraqi PM'’s calls to regain sovereignty may mitigate Iran’s
influence in the country.

e Recent events imply that Iran is attempting to break the international isolation it
has been in: Military-Economic agreement with China, Military-Technological
agreement with Syria as well as a joint naval exercise with Russia and China.

e Despite pressure and state of deep crisis, Iran continues with its aggression:
nuclear weapons manufacturing, funding terror and striving for Middle East
hegemony rather than allocating resources to domestic needs.

Slide 9 — Regional Strategic Environments

e Contrary to Iran’s destabilizing influence, there are two areas in Israel
surroundings that present an opportunity for stability and cooperation.

Slide 10 — Moderate Sunni Camp

e If in the past the Middle East conflict’s focal point was the Arab-Israeli skirmish,
today, it has shifted to the Iranian concern.

e Shiite subversion presents potential cooperation opportunities with moderate
Sunni countries, based on the understanding that they have no quarrel with Israel
and that cooperation will limit Iran’s malevolent actions.

e Egypt and Jordan with which Israel has signed peace agreements are also
included as Middle East stabilizers; they are pivotal strategic anchors for both
Israel and the Sunni world.

e The recent historical breakthrough of normalizing relations between Israel and
several Sunni states inspires hope that more countries in our region will follow
suit.

Slide 11 - EASTMED

¢ Israel has strong ties with Mediterranean countries revolving around energy and
more.

Slide 12 —= EASTMED Threats

e The East Med is becoming an interregional area of conflict.

e Hostile entities are developing access to the Mediterranean or are threatening
the area with missiles.

e The Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) agreement between Turkey and Libya that
tramples on EEZs of many countries in the region impends to block the eastern
part of the Mediterranean.

10
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Tension between Turkey and Greece is growing stronger, mainly concerning
EEZ and sovereignty over islands located between both countries.

NATO vessels cruising the Mediterranean as well as additional western presence
are of great importance.

Slide 13 — IDF Regional Policy

Summary of efforts in all arenas:
o Preventing Iran from attaining nuclear weapons.
Action against the Shiite axis’ entrenchment in Israel’'s northern arena.
Maintaining the deconfliction mechanism with Russia.
Continued cooperation with East Med countries.
Weakening and deterring Hezbollah; maintaining stability.
Maintaining stability in the Palestinian arena and impeding terror.
Continued support of peace-keeping forces and partnerships with peaceful
countries for the sake of regional stability.
Developing relations with the Sunni world.
Strengthening the alliance with the US.

O O O O O O

o O

Slide 14 - Lebanon

The Iranian-Shiite terror army, Lebanese Hezbollah (LH), is the largest non-state
threat to Israel.

UNSCR 1701 demands the disarmament of Hezbollah, but it is not being
implemented.

Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF), the Lebanese government’s official military
entrusted with implementing sovereignty throughout the country, lacks either the
will or the power to do so.

UNIFIL plays a pivotal role in preserving stability along the Blue Line (BL), yetis
ineffective in enforcing UNSCR 1701.

Slide 15 - LH State Takeover

LH is the most dominant military, political and social force in Lebanon.

LH is the ultimate embodiment of the Iranian vision of “exporting the revolution”.
From the very beginning, Hezbollah has served as a radical Iranian extension,
that over the years has managed to take over the country from within.
Hezbollah’s actions come at the expense of the citizens of Lebanon who are
experiencing a severe economic, health, political and social crisis.
Demonstrators across Lebanon are calling for Hezbollah's disarmament.

Israel, as other peace-loving nations, shares the wish of the Lebanese people for
a strong, sovereign, functioning state.

11
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e Beirut Disaster:

o Another step in the weakening of LH’s image in the eyes of the Lebanese
people, who are now seeing and understanding that the terror
organization is running their country into the ground.

o The Lebanese government has succumbed to LH pressure and refused
Israel’s humanitarian aid to the state of Lebanon, leading to further
unnecessary loss of lives.

Slide 16 — LH International Crime & Terror Network

e Hezbollah operates an international terror and crime network, engaging in drug
trafficking and money-counterfeiting as a main source of income.

Slide 17 — LH Extensive Military Infrastructure

e Hezbollah has established its military infrastructure throughout southern
Lebanon, in a gross violation of UNSCR 1701.

e Hezbollah’s infrastructure is embedded well within the civilian population; many
villages are used as its main strongholds in southern Lebanon. This is yet
another example of LH’s immoral exploitation of the local population.

e Nasrallah (LHSG — Lebanese Hezbollah Secretary General) voices his threats of
a ground invasion of northern Israel and “conquering the Galilee”.

Slide 18 - UNIFIL

e UNIFIL plays a significant role in preventing friction along the BL and maintaining
stability.

e Unfortunately, UNIFIL has failed to fulfill the most important stipulation of UNSCR
1701 — ensuring Lebanese sovereignty and disarmament of Hezbollah.

e Hezbollah is succeeding in its campaign against UNIFIL designed to hinder UN
forces’ ability to identify, document and report illicit terror infrastructure.

o UNIFIL’s freedom of movement is limited time and again under the false
pretense of “Private Property” employed by both the Lebanese
government and LAF.

o Several incidences have been recorded in which UNIFIL encountered
resistance when trying to document suspicious infrastructure; equipment
has been stolen numerous times including maps, cameras and navigation
gear. These actions are designed to “blind” UNIFIL and impede its
awareness of its surroundings.

o UNIFIL personnel have experienced violence directed towards them on
many occasions.

e The result: UNIFIL is totally ineffective in enforcing UNSCR 1701, and Hezbollah
does as it pleases. In fact, UNIFIL has imposed upon itself the restrictions of the
aggressor.

12
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UNIFIL’s reports to the UN do not reflect the reality on the ground, resulting in a
distorted depiction of the situation in southern Lebanon to the international
community.

The IDF expects UNIFIL to act as an independent and strong entity, fully
enforcing and implementing its mandate.

Slide 19 — Northern Arena Security Incidents

The BL continues to be volatile.
Operation “Northern Shield” (2018) was successfully completed with six disabled
cross-BL attack tunnels.
“‘Defensive Engineering” project — laying a defensive obstacle against the threat
of a ground invasion.
Recent Events:
o ATGM towards and IDF vehicle near Avivim community.
o Breach of the fence in 3 locations.
o Attempted attack in the Har Dov area.
o (Attempted IED placements on the Syrian front.)
Israel sees the State of Lebanon responsible for everything within its territory.

Slide 20 - Syria

Syria is a complex multi-player arena as the bloody civil war has been going on
since 2011.

Iran exploited the civil war in Syria to increase its influence in the country, mainly
through Hezbollah and further military entrenchment.

Syria is a platform serving two main Iranian objectives: a bridge into Lebanon
and Hezbollah as well as opening another front with Israel on the Golan Heights.
Israel will continue to operate against the Shiite axis and its supporters that pose
a threat to Israel’s security. If we will not take action, Syria will end up like
Lebanon.

The remaining US presence has a crucial role in cutting the Iranian supply line
stretching from Iran to the Mediterranean and preventing Hezbollah from
attaining advanced weaponry.

In order to avoid hitting Russian forces, a deconfliction mechanism was set in
place, operating in both the political-strategic and the military-tactical levels.

The Assad regime enables Iran to operate freely in Syria; Israel sees the regime
as accountable for any threat emanating from within its territory.
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Slide 21 — Gaza Strip

Hamas, the terror army controlling the Gaza strip, and the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad (P1J), pose a threat mainly by rockets aimed towards Israeli residential
areas.

Iran’s Quds Force is funding Hamas’ military arm as well as the PI1J and providing
them technological weapon production knowhow.

The IDF has various methods to counter the threats emanating from Gaza while
working towards achieving understandings brokered by Egypt.

The Palestinians are held captive by Hamas and PI1J. The population is used as a
human shield and is in a bad humanitarian state due to the ruling power’s warped
priorities — preferring terror and fighting Israel over investing in domestic needs
and concerns.

Rocket fire from the Gaza Strip is a source of anguish for Israelis and
Palestinians alike.

Israeli residents of localities near Gaza suffer tremendously from rocket and
other threats. The constant awareness of the imminent threat has a substantial
psychological effect (for example, children associating the color red to the alert
indicating mortal danger).

During the COVID-19 crisis, the Palestinian population has received substantial
financial and medical aid from the State of Israel while rocket fire continues to
threaten Israeli citizens.

As the governing force in the Gaza Strip, Hamas is accountable for everything in
and from its territory.

Slide 22 — Judea & Samaria

The main threat from Judea and Samaria are “Lone Wolf” attacks.

In Judea and Samaria, the IDF conducts counter-terrorism actions that prove
effective.

The IDF sees the security coordination with the PA as an important interest for
both sides.

Slide 23

Thank you.
I’'m happy to answer any of your questions.
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