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. Despite continuous Israeli efforts to improve day-to-day life in the Gaza
Strip, Hamas launched an attack on Israeli civilians (that began with
rocket fire towards Jerusalem). On May 21, at 2 AM a ceasefire was
declared. Israel hopes to keep the calm and help stabilize the Palestinian
arena.

. The terror organizations in the Gaza Strip attempted to kill and terrorize
without distinction; one Israeli soldier and 12 Israeli civilians were killed
during the fighting — including children, minorities, and foreign workers.
More than 4,000 rockets were fired towards Israeli civilians. However,
most of the terror organization’s efforts were foiled by the IDF.

. Israel waged a defensive campaign against the terror organization’s
aggression, while using a wide range of means in order to mitigate harm
to non-combatants, such as: early warning of the population, and
avoiding or aborting attacks on military targets that endangered the
civilian population. The IDF acts in accordance with international law, in
a measured and responsible manner in order to defend Israeli citizens.

. Hamas and PlJ were embedded in the civilian population throughout the
fighting, launching rockets from populated areas and sensitive sites. The
terror organization’s rocket fire was aimed at populated Israeli areas -
this is a war crime on two counts. Moreover, hundreds of Hamas’ and
Pl)’s rockets fell in the Gaza Strip, injuring or killing civilians and
damaging infrastructure.

. The IDF estimates that the vast majority of the casualties in the Gaza
Strip were terror operatives. Despite the IDF’s immense efforts to avoid
harm to non-combatants, Hamas’ choice to embed itself in the civilian
population makes this inevitable.

Hamas and the other terror organizations have suffered several
devastating blows, including: the elimination of senior members and
operatives, destruction of infrastructure above and below ground and
more.

. In order to ensure calm and stability for the long-term, Hamas must be
weakened and deterred. Hamas is attempting to undermine the PA and
destabilize Judea and Samaria in order to take it over. This is against
both Israel’s and the world’s interests.

. Regional countries — chiefly Egypt (regarding mediation with the Gaza
Strip), Jordan (regarding the Temple Mount), and the Abraham Accords
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countries — play a key role in ensuring the stability and security of the
Middle East.

Iran’s malign role in the region is exemplified by Hamas: Iran builds,
funds, trains and supplies weapons and technical know-how to proxy
powers, exports and encourages terror - compromising the stability of
the Middle East. A regional and international effort to stop Iran’s
actions, and reduce Iranian presence in the region is imperative in
stopping buildup and proliferation throughout the Middle East.
Lebanese Hezbollah (LH) is an Iranian proxy. LH is a threat to regional
stability, and its military capabilities are a gross violation of UNSCR 1701.
Weakening LH is imperative in order to ensure stability in Lebanon. The
firing of rockets into Israel over the last week strengthen the need for
UNIFIL to fully realize its mandate, and for the presence of LAF in the
area in order to prevent rocket fire, riots, damage to infrastructure and
infiltrations.

. The conflict in Gaza is merely a taste of what a conflict with LH would be
— Hamas’ arsenal is a tenth of LH’s. The destruction and loss of life as a
result of a war in Lebanon would be unprecedented. It is imperative that
actions be taken in order to prevent such an occurrence: UNSCR 1701
must be fully implemented, and LH must be prevented from further
buildup, which encourages it to escalate.

Regional players must act to prevent violence and the destabilization of
the region. Israel is interested in stability, but we will not hesitate to act
against breaches of sovereignty, threats along the border or rocket fire.



