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FEATURED GUESTS: 



MG Eyal Zamir
Deputy to Israel Defense Forces Chief of Staff 
MG Eyal Zamir was recruited to the IDF Armored Corps in 1984. Since, he has served in various command and staff positions including Commander of The Tactical Ground Forces Training Center, CoS to IDF Ground Forces, Military Secretary to the Prime Minister and Commander of the Southern Command. MG Zamir is a graduate of the IDF Military Colleges. Additionally, he holds a Bachelors in Political Science from Haifa University. In December 2018, Zamir was appointed by the Prime Minister of Israel to his current position of Deputy CoS of the Israel Defense Forces.    

MG Yacov Bengo
Head of Doctrine & Training Division & Commander of Northern Corps

MG Yacov Bengo was recruited to the IDF Armored Corps in 1989. Since, he has served in various command and staff positions including Head, of Operations Dept (J-33), Commander of the 319th Armored Division and Commander of the 36th Territorial Division. In 2018, he was selected Head of the Doctrine & Training Division (J-7) in the IDF Operations Directorate. Most recently, during the month of September, General Bengo received his second star and was concurrently appointed Commander of the Northern Corps.  MG Bengo is a graduate of the IDF Military Colleges, he holds a Bachelors and a Master’s degree in Political Science from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 


Brigadier-General Dave J. Anderson 
Director General – Readiness, Canadian Joint Operations Command





MG (Res.) Gershon Hacohen
IDF General Staff Exercise Director & Researcher at Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies

MG (Res.) Gershon Hacohen Served in the IDF for 42 years, commanding troops in battle on the Egyptian and Syrian fronts. He was a Corps commander, and commander of the IDF Military Colleges. MG (Res.) Hacohen holds a Bachelors and Master’s degree in Philosophy and Comparative Literature from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Today, he serves in the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies where he regularly shares research findings relating to Regional & Global Conflicts. 
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Israel Defense Forces Spokesperson, Former Head of Planning Division (J-5)








Prof. COL (Res.) Gabi Siboni 
Chief Methodologist, Concepts Laboratory, Israel Defense Forces 
Prof. Dr. Colonel (Res.) Gabi Siboni is a National Security Specialist and the Director of the Military and Strategic Affairs Program as well as of the Cyber Security Program at the Tel Aviv University's Institute for National Security Studies (INSS). Dr. Siboni is also the editor of Cyber: Intelligence and Security Journal. He serves as a senior consultant to the IDF and other Israeli security organizations. In addition, Dr. Siboni is the chief methodologist of the IDF's Concepts Laboratory, the center of the IDF's Operational Simulations.
In his extensive IDF career, Colonel (res.) Siboni served as a fighter and commander in the Golani Brigade and completed his service as commander of the brigade’s reconnaissance unit.
Dr. Siboni holds a B.Sc. and M.Sc. in engineering from Tel Aviv University and a doctorate in Modeling and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) from Ben-Gurion University.


Mr. Goor Tsalayachin
Head of Strategic War-Games, IDF J-3, the Dado Centre for Interdisciplinary Military Studies

Goor Tsalalyachin is Head of Strategic War-Games, IDF Operations Directorate (J3), the Dado Centre for Interdisciplinary Military Studies. He is responsible for the design and execution of experiential war-games for most senior stakeholders in the Israeli defense and policy community on complex issues at the nexus of strategy and operations.
Goor served as the Media Adviser to two Israeli ministers of defense, and, previously, as a spokesman (security affairs) at the Prime Minister’s Office. His official positions were preceded by a career in journalism, where he covered military and diplomatic affairs for leading Israeli broadcast networks.

Educated both in Israel and in the UK, he also held fellowships at the Institute of Policy & Strategy, the Henry Jackson Society and briefly at RUSI. He graduated from the School of Government Diplomacy & Strategy at the Interdisciplinary Centre Herzliya, specializing in Counter-Terrorism & Homeland Security. As a Chevening Scholar, he earned his MA (with Merit) in Intelligence & International Security at the Department of War Studies of King’s College London, under which he also conducts his PhD research.








		
	









	









[image: ]LTC Yaniv Minkov
Former Head, Center for Operational Research, COR, Ground Forces

LTC Yaniv Minkov is the former head of the IDF GFC Center of Operational Research. During the last decade Yaniv lead various researches that support the development of new combat systems and operational concepts. In addition, in the last two years Yaniv was part of the CIO group that led major innovation programs for the Ground Forces Command. Yaniv Holds B.Sc. and MA degrees in industrial engineering (focusing on UI/UX in military systems) from BGU university in the Negev, and is a graduate of the Mandel institute military leadership program.

Col. (Res.) Gideon Hoshen,
Defense Systems Analyst & Architect

Colonel (Res.) Hoshen is a highly experienced expert in the fields of defense systems analysis, system engineering and military strategy. His previous assignments include - Head of IAF OR branch, head of IAF Intel. Production division, founder & CEO of Hoshen-Eliav System Engineering and Senior consultant to IDF General Staff and IMOD. Additionally, he is involved in concept definition and system design of several major defense systems. Hoshen has a Bachelor degree in Mathematics & Physics and a Masters degree in Operations Research. 

Wing Commander Keith Dear
SO1 Innovation, Joint Warfare Development, Joint Forces Command
Wing Commander Keith Dear is a Royal Air Force (UK) Intelligence Officer currently serving as the Innovation lead in the UK’s Joint Warfare directorate. He is an Associate Fellow at the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) where he has recently guest edited a special issue of the RUSI Journal on artificial intelligence, and was co-executive producer for RUSI’s Artificial Intelligence and the Future of Warfare initiative. He is a Chief of the Air Staff’s Fellow, Research Fellow at Oxford’s Changing Character of War Programme. He holds a DPhil in Experimental Psychology from the University of Oxford. In 2011 he was awarded King’s College London’s O’Dwyer-Russell prize for his MA studies in Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism. He co-leads the Defence Entrepreneurs’ Forum (UK) and was founder and CEO of Airbridge Aviation, a not-for-profit start-up dedicated to delivering humanitarian aid by cargo drones.

LTC Esa Lappi, 
docent of the National Defense University Finland, Department of Military Technology 

LTC Dr Esa Lappi holds a title of docent in National Defence University (NDU). Studies include Dr Mil Sci NDU 2012.  Pil lic (mathematics) in Tampere University 2005 and M.Sc. Systems and operation research from Helsinki University of Technology 1991. Working in Defence command 2018- and as Senior technical officer in J5 Strategic planning 2015-2016, Logistic command (Head of Information technology branch) 2016-2017, Defence Research Agency (head of Information Technology Division) in 2013-2015, and in Defence Forces Technical Research Cetnre in different positions in the fields of combat simulation and EW 2002-2012. UN mission MinurcatII in Chad 2009-2010. Construction, process and nuclear industry (Fire simulation, probabilistic risk analysis) 1991-2001.
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[image: ]LTC Arnulfo “Marty” Martinez, 
U.S. Army Modeling and Simulation Proponent
Lieutenant Colonel Arnulfo “Marty” Martinez began his career as an enlisted Infantryman in 1st Ranger Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, and received his commission in as an Infantry Officer in 2000. In 2007, he was designated as a Modeling & Simulations Officer. LTC Martinez’ previous assignments include numerous command and staff positions in Infantry and Ranger units (including combat service in Iraq), various knowledge management and multinational exercise planning positions, and service as the Combined Joint Task Force- Operation Inherent Resolve Chief Knowledge Management Officer in support of operations in Iraq and Syria. He is currently assigned to the Army Modeling and Simulation Office at Fort Belvoir Virginia as the Functional Area 57 Proponent Officer. Additionally, he serves as a guest instructor for Knowledge Management and Exercise Design at various U.S. Army schools.  

Colonel Du Pontavice
Simulation and digitized warfare coordinator of studies

Colonel Eric du Pontavice is an infantry officer with the French Army. In his fourteen years in operational units, he served in airborne troops, mechanized infantry, as well as overseas infantry (New Caledonia) and Urban Ops Training Center. In 2008, he obtained a technical degree in Operations Research as a specialized course of the French War College. He’s currently serving in the Simulation and Digitized Warfare Department of the French Army staff armament program Directorate in Versailles.
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Israel Defense Forces J-5 Intl Cooperation 
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Colonel (OF5) Eric du Pontavice
2iC of the Simulation and Digitized Warfare Department,
French Army Staff Armament Directorate

Born 23 October, 1968 in Mayenne (France)
(33)139673349

eric.du-pontavice@intradef.gouv.fr

Previous postings:

- 2011-20015 Operation research analyst, Army Staff

- 2009-2015: Scientific branch head, Army High Education Command ¥

- 2008-2009: War College, Paris -
2006-2008: Technical Degree in Operation Research, ENSTA Paris Tech
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