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The writings on American history are
voluminous. Useful bibliographies are F. Freidel
and R. K. Showman, ed., Harvard Guide to
American History (2 vol., rev. ed. 1974) and C.
Fitzgerald, ed., American History: A
Bibliographic Review (4 vol., 1986–89).
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Major Historians and Works

Some of the classic works on American history
are those of Henry Adams , C. M. Andrews ,
George Bancroft , Charles A. Beard , Carl L.
Becker , G. L. Beer , Alfred Chandler, John
Fiske , Eugene Genovese, Herbert Gutman, J.
B. McMaster , H. L. Osgood , Francis Parkman ,
Vernon Louis Parrington , Ulrich B. Phillips ,
James Ford Rhodes , and Frederick Jackson
Turner .
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Other works of significance are by Bernard
Bailyn , S. F. Bemis , Ray Allan Billington, Daniel
Boorstin, Bruce Catton , H. S. Commager ,
David Donald , D. S. Freeman , L. H. Gipson ,
Richard Hofstadter , John F. Jameson , Perry
Miller , S. E. Morison , R. B. Morris , Allan
Nevins , A. M. Schlesinger , A. M. Schlesinger ,
Jr., T. J. Wertenbaker, Gordon Wood, and C.
Vann Woodward .

ADVERTISEMENT

Standard reference works are R. B. Morris and
H. S. Commager, ed., Encyclopedia of American
History (rev. ed. 1970); H. S. Commager, ed.,
Documents of American History (8th ed. 1968);
and the cooperative “ New American Nation
Series ” (ed. by H. S. Commager and R. B.
Morris, 1954–). Another cooperative work is the
“ History of the South ” series (ed. by W. H.
Stephenson and E. M. Coulter, 10 vol., 1947–
67). See also U.S. Bureau of the Census,
Statistical Abstract of the United States (latest
ed.) and Susan B. Carter et al., ed., Historical
Statistics of the United States (2006).

Brief general histories include D. J. Boorstin,
The Americans (3 vol., 1958–73); H. J. Carman,
H. C. Syrett, and Bernard Wishy, A History of the
American People (3d ed., 2 vol., 1967); S. E.
Morison, The Oxford History of the American
People (3 vol., 1972); S. E. Morison and H. S.
Commager, The Growth of the American
Republic (7th ed. 1980); J. A. Garraty, A Short
History of the American Nation (5th ed. 1988); P.
Johnson, A History of the American People
(1998); W. A. McDougall, Freedom Just around
the Corner: A New American History: 1585–
1828 (2004) and Throes of Democracy: The
American Civil War Era, 1829–1877 (2008); D.
Reynolds, America, Empire of Liberty (2009); S.-
M. Grant, A Concise History of the United States
of America (2012).

Specialized Topics in American History

Specialized topics are treated in such studies as
M. Curti, The Growth of American Thought (3d
ed. 1964); A. Heimert, Religion and the
American Mind (1966); R. A. Billington and J. B.
Hedges, Westward Expansion (3d ed. 1967); M.
J. Frisch, ed., American Political Thought
(1971); S. E. Ahlstrom, A Religious History of
the United States (1972); R. E. Spiller et al., ed.,
Literary History of the United States (4th ed.
rev., 2 vol., 1974); J. S. Adams, Contemporary
Metropolitan America (4 vol., 1976); J. Garreau,
The Nine Nations of North America (1981) and
Edge City: Life on the New Frontier (1991); P. O.
Muller, Contemporary Suburban America
(1981); M. E. Armbruster, The Presidents of the
United States and Their Administrations from
Washington to Reagan (7th rev. ed. 1982); J. P.
Greene, Encyclopedia of American Political
History (3 vol., 1984); K. T. Jackson, Crabgrass
Frontier (1985); J. Agnew, The United States in
the World (1987); E. S. Gaustad, Faith of Our
Fathers: Religion and the New Nation (1987),
Historical Atlas of Religion in America (rev. ed.
2001), and with L. Schmidt, A Religious History
of America (rev. ed. 2002); W. H. Frey and A.
Speare, Regional and Metropolitan Growth and
Decline in the United States (1988); J.
Schlesinger, America at Century's End (1989);
A. King, The New American Political System
(1990); A. H. Kelly et al., The American
Constitution (7th ed. 1991); C. Sellers, The
Market Revolution: Jacksonian America, 1815–
1846 (1991); J. J. Ellis, Founding Brothers: The
Revolutionary Generation (2000); N. F. Cott, No
Small Courage: A History of Women in the
United States (2001); A. Fairclough, Better Day
Coming: Blacks and Equality, 1890–2000
(2001); A. Taylor, American Colonies (2001); L.
M. Friedman, Law in America (2002) and History
of American Law (3d ed. 2005); I. Berlin,
Generations of Captivity: A History of African-
American Slaves (2003); S. Wilentz, The Rise of
American Democracy (2005); D. W. Howe, What
Hath God Wrought: The Transformation of
America, 1815–1848 (2007); D. S. Reynolds,
Waking Giant: America in the Age of Jackson
(2008); G. C. Herring, From Colony to
Superpower: U.S. Foreign Relations since 1776
(2008); J. Lears, Rebirth of a Nation: The
Making of Modern America, 1877–1920 (2009);
G. S. Wood, Empire of Liberty: A History of the
Early Republic, 1789–1815 (2009); H. W.
Brands, American Colossus (2010); D. Lacorne,
Religion in America: A Political History (2011);
D. K. Richter, Before the Revolution: America's
Ancient Pasts (2011); B. Wineapple, Ecstatic
Nation: Confidence, Crisis, and Compromise,
1848–1877 (2013); R. White, The Republic for
Which It Stands: The United States during
Reconstruction and the Gilded Age, 1865–1896
(2017).

Geographical Studies

Geographical works include N. M. Fenneman,
Physiography of Western United States (1931)
and Physiography of Eastern United States
(1938); R. H. Brown, Historical Geography of the
United States (1948); National Geographic
Society, Atlas of North America: Space Age
Portrait of a Continent (1985); David Clark, Post-
Industrial America: A Geographical Perspective
(1985); D. W. Meinig, The Shaping of America
(1986); J. P. Allen and E. J. Turner, We the
People: An Atlas of America's Ethnic Diversity
(1987); P. L. Knox et al., The United States: A
Contemporary Human Geography (1988); S. S.
Birdsall and J. W. Florin, Regional Landscapes
of the United States and Canada (4th rev. ed.
1992); Wilbur Zelinsky, The Cultural Geography
of the United States (rev. ed. 1992); T. L.
McKnight, Regional Geography of the United
States and Canada (1992).
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