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Introduction
1. The six episode BBC / HBO series ‘Years and Years’, written and directed by Russel T Davies (BBC Screen writer and Producer), is indeed a fascinating television drama representing a heady concoction of  Geo-politics, political science, globalization, development of Science and technology, issues affecting the world etc while casting the globe and its citizens into the future and crystal gazing into the results or the ramifications of our actions of today. The series attempts to link the lives, experiences and environment of a small family set in Manchester, United Kingdom between the years 2018-2035 with issues, phenomenon as well as developments which afflict the world during the course of the aforementioned period by humanising and giving shape / outline to these aspects so that we can better understand these aspects.  The paper aims to identify these links between ‘reality’ and ‘concept’ addressed in the Television series.  
Globalization   
2. Globalisation was initially born as a product of the ‘free market, liberal capitalistic model’ of the Western world dealing primarily in the domain of economics, market forces, manufacturing, goods and services ; Globalisation, therefore was not truly global in the complete sense as it was a common system which developed in nations which adopted the aforementioned economic models. However, with the collapse of the Soviet Union in the early nineties along with concurrent opening of the economies of third world developing countries, the concept of globalisation indeed assumed global dimensions and proportions as more and more nations continued to ‘embed’ and ‘clutch- in’ into the new economic and financial world order.  The concept of globalisation has also seen a metamorphosis in its understanding and perceptions which is evident from the dictionary definitions of the word ‘Globalisation’.  Globalization is defined as ‘the act of globalizing, or extending to other or all parts of the world’ or ‘worldwide integration and development’ according to Dictionary.com. Another definition according to Cambridge, describes globalisation as ‘a situation in which available goods and services , or social and cultural influences, gradually become similar in all parts of the world’.  
3. As is evident from the aforementioned definitions, Globalisation has transgressed the boundaries of economy and markets and has integrated with the very social fabric of cultures and societies across the world. Globalisation has indeed transformed itself into a phenomenon ie ‘something which can be experienced, felt or observed’ according to the Collins Dictionary. The rapid spread of globalisation in the last three decades has mainly been facilitated due to the concurrent development and monumental progress in the field  of ‘information technology’, due to which  the effects of globalisation have reached every living room / every corner of the world (with the exception of those parts of the globe which have not adopted/adapted or partially adopted/adapted the basic foundational frameworks of globalisation wrt economic models, financial institutions and information technology).
4. The series ‘Years and Years’ beautifully elucidates and illustrates the concept of globalisation where in developments in one part of the world have direct or residual impact across the globe afflicting millions of people, societies, institutions, governments as well as world bodies and organisations. Thus, the depiction and visualisation of the financial crisis in the series, clearly brings to the forefront the dramatic and disastrous effects on individual human beings due to an inter-connected global financial system. The fact that ‘Steve’, the oldest sibling loses his entire life’s investments and savings over one night of global financial chaos, highlights the inter-connectivity and inter-play between geographically dispersed but inter-connected financial institutions at both the micro as well as the macro level. 
5. The rapid development of technology (specifically information technology) connects television sets, iPads and Mobile phones to the global information highway bringing global news into individual homes and lives; fake news, threat of nuclear war, climate change, immigration crises, rise of nationalism, failure of liberal democracy, elections/political processes across the globe, loss of jobs due to automation and technology are therefore truly global phenomenon, experienced, observed and felt by people irrespective of nationality, colour or creed as is depicted through the experiences of the ‘Lyons’ and other characters in the television series.  The narrative of the television series chronicles and describes the above-mentioned global phenomenon through the lives of the ‘Lyons’ who deal and grapple with these global phenomena at the micro level, following events across the globe through their tablets, phones, television sets or through ‘Signor’, the virtual personal assistant based on artificial intelligence. The series has been most successful in explaining globalisation through an implicit narrative through the lives of the characters of the drama being intrinsically and intimately inter-twined with globalisation and its associated phenomenon. Only the Grandmother of the ‘Lyons’ ie ‘Muriel (Annie Reid)’ who has lived for almost a century understands the transformation of nations into a global village sans virtual boundaries as well as the effects of globalisation and technology as opposed to the younger generation which was born into and lived in a globalised society. The understanding of globalisation by Muriel and its lack of understanding by the new generation is clearly evident through her speech to her family in Episode Six, excerpts of which are reproduced at Annexure to this paper. 
6. Russel T Davies, the creator of the television series has an extremely pragmatic and objective approach to globalisation and its effects. Globalisation has been described as a juggernaut which will engulf all societies and permeate through all levels of humanity. The spread of globalisation together with the significant developments and improvements in information technology will continue to evolve and reform the world; and humans would concurrently and constantly require to adapt and change to keep abreast with these developments. According to the originator’s perspective, the effects of globalisation and technology would continue to be moderated by mankind through simultaneous development of checks and balances. These checks and balances would at times would occur as a natural consequence of technological changes and at times would require to be induced into society. 
Approaches and Schools of Thought  
7. The series ‘Years and Years’ is an outstanding representation of ‘approaches and schools of thought in political science’, even though these have not been explicitly described or depicted in the series. To a student of Political Science, however; the series provides definitive narratives, examples and plots to relate with various schools of thought. Reviews of the series published by ‘New York Times’ as well as the ‘Guardian’ though elaborate the developments and the essence of the storyline with respect to geopolitics, global crises wrt finance, climate as well as other catastrophes, they do not explicitly refer to or reflect upon the various schools of thoughts / approaches to political science. However, both reviews were found to be similar with respect to  content and approach while describing the world and the issues afflicting it.
8. Notwithstanding, the series during the development of the story line, keeps politics running in the background somewhere in the subconsciousness of the characters in the first four episodes; bringing politics and democracy to the forefront in the last two episodes. While ‘Rosie’, the specially abled sister of the ‘Lyons’ represents the ‘working class or the proletariat, ‘Vivian Rook and Woody’ represent the ‘Elites’ who control the society when in power, ‘Stephen and Celeste’ represent the ‘Public’ and Edyth playing the part of ‘Pluralism’. 
9.  While Rosie is a true representative of the Marxist school of thought, with respect to her position and status in society linked with her economic means, Steve and Celeste are proponents of the Public Choice theory where they are busy promoting and focussing on their self-interests.  ‘Vivian Rook and Woody’, proponents of the ‘Elitist’ approach reflecting on the politician-businessmen nexus in the British Society based on the premise that the public is ‘ill-equipped’ and does not have the necessary intelligence or knowledge to make informed decisions. On the other hand, Edyth, represents the ‘Pluralistic’ approach being part of a group of people who are critical of processes and policies which are detrimental to humanity and act as the ‘Check and Balance’ to the elites. Through the rise of Vivian Rook, the leader of the Four Star Party to the Prime Minister’s Office, the series also highlights the rise of ‘Populist Leaders and Populism’ in the present geopolitics across the globe. The series also most effectively highlights the ‘death of democracy’ or the ‘failures of liberal democracy’, by featuring the imposition of draconian laws, establishment of detention camps, gagging of the media etc by the elites/ populist leaders.  
10. The series most effectively handles the political narrative through the six episodes transcending successfully from one political science approach to another. The struggles of the working class, the self-preservation and self-focus of the public, the role and nexus between the elites and the struggle of other power centres all inter-twine and inter-play with each other in modern democracies. The series finally culminates with the success of the ‘Pluralistic’ approach with Edyth exposing the Elites and Rosie breaking the dictatorial laws to bring order back to British Politics and society. The series does not propound that the ‘Pluralistic’ approach to modern democracy is the solution and answer to overcome the crises being faced by liberal democracies across the world, but leaves the viewer with a sense of a ‘reset or return to factory settings’ in political order through revolt as democratic processes rebuild and redefine themselves. Ultimately, the processes are cyclic and societies would continue to adapt and transform themselves to meet emerging challenges.
Conclusion 
11.  The television series ‘Years and Years’ is indeed a master narrative for students of political science who would like to quantify and experience the theory of political science as it transcends from reference books to the human environment through a television screen. The series succeeds in bringing to life concepts of globalisation, Schools of thought and approaches to Political Science and at the same time link the macro level to the micro level, offering a better understanding of these concepts and theories. The main take away from the series is that liberal democracies will continue to face challenges with globalisation as a key element effecting the lives of the common people who live in these liberal democracies.  
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MURIEL’S (GRANDMOTHER) SPEECH IN EPISODE SIX- 
A SUMMARY OF THE GLOBALISED WORLD

Muriel: ‘The banks. The government. The recession. America. Mrs Rook. Every single thing that’s gone wrong, it’s your fault’. 
EDITH ...okay. 
ROSIE What have I done wrong?! Where’s this come from? 
STEPHEN God knows, I get blamed for an awful lot, but how am I to blame for the entire world? 
MURIEL ‘Because we are. Every single one of us. We can sit here, all day, every day, blaming other people, we blame the economy, and Europe, and the opposition, and the weather, and then we blame these vast sweeping tides of history like they’re out of our control. Like we’re so helpless and tiny and small. But it’s still our fault, and d’you know why? It’s that one pound t-shirt. A t-shirt that costs one pound. We can’t resist it. Every single one of us, we see a t-shirt that costs one pound, and we think, oh that’s a bargain, I’ll have that. And we buy it. Not for best. Heaven forfend. But a nice little t-shirt for the winter, to wear underneath, that’ll do. So the shopkeeper gets five miserable pence for that tshirt. And some little peasant in a field gets paid nought point nought one pence, and we think that’s fine. All of us. We hand over that quid and buy into that system, for life. I saw it all going wrong, on the day it began. In supermarkets. When they replaced the women at the till with automated checkouts’.  
and I think we do like the checkouts! We want them. Because that means we can stroll right through, and pick up our shopping, and we don’t have to look that woman in the eye. The one who’s paid less than us. She’s gone. We got rid of her. Sacked! Well done. So yes, it’s our fault, this is the world that we built. Congratulations. Cheers, all!


