PERSONAL LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
COL TENG SHIN FONG

CONTEXT
Summer Course.
The eight weeks summer course provided an overview and challenges faced by Israel as a Nation state and the IDF. Beyond this, it broadened my (but limited) understanding of the Israeli society and how the IDF and the society “interacts”. The organized tours provided a first-hand account of the geographical and contextual challenges (it was a humbling experience) and I look forward to such tours (and especially hearing the perspective from our local students). My biggest take-away from the many intriguing lessons and lectures was perhaps the IDF’s influence on the political arena (which will be the basis for my final paper).

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

Learning.  
(1) Deepen my understanding of the different key actors in the Middle East (ME) and how Policies and the Military interface to enable the policy space to be shaped within the region.
(2) Gain a deeper understanding of the Israel society and what shapes it and key trends ahead. 

(3) The IDF and the society specially IDF influence on the political arena (with possible scope to study this as part of my final paper). 
(4) The challenges faced by the IDF and the strategic direction ahead. 

Networking and Social.   I was fortunate to be able to hear the different perspective from my fellow international students on many “hot-button” issues faced by Israel - such as info operations (or the lack of it) and being in the “rough neighborhood”. It is also important for us to bond beyond the classrooms and we look forward to sharing similar professional and social networking with our fellow (local) students from the diverse background during the 46th class.      

Expectations.  I thoroughly enjoyed the highly intellectual discussions throughout the summer course. I look forward to more discussion-based lessons so exchange ideas. As an international student will endeavor to juxtapose our perspective and to challenge the norms professionally.   

Benchmark against the Singapore Context.   I intent to critically examine the similar contextual issues between the IDF and the SAF such as conscription and the commitment to defence. To this end, I hope to bring back useful lessons.     
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