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Dr. Joe Riley currently serves as the Director for Oceania & Indo-Pacific Security on the National 

Security Council at the White House. Joe is detailed to the NSC from the Department of Defense, 

where he serves as an infantry officer in the U.S. Army. Previous overseas service includes 

Afghanistan, Ukraine, China, Thailand, the Republic of Korea, and the United Kingdom. Joe 

received his MPhil and DPhil in International Relations from the University of Oxford on a Rhodes 

Scholarship. His dissertation focused on U.S. – China trade relations in the Post-Cold War Era. 

He adapted this manuscript into a book draft, The Great Gamble: Washington’s Ill-Fated Attempt 

to Reform Beijing, which is currently under review for publication. Prior to Oxford, Joe worked on 

China issues with the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the National Ground Intelligence 

Center. He completed his undergraduate work in International Relations and Chinese Language 

at the University of Virginia. He and his wife, Dr. Rachel Riley, live in Washington D.C.  

 


