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Course Description:

The course will focus on Israel's National Security Policy in its broadest sense. In the first part
of the course, we will review Israel's ongoing and unique geo-strategic predicament, together
with the effect of that predicament on Israel's notions of national security. In the second part,
we will focus on the strategies and options which Israel has chosen to either solve its
predicament without directly settling the conflict (strategic alliances, conventional armament
and implicit nuclear deterrence), or mitigate it (i.e., limited security regimes, confidence and
security-building measures, arms control). The final subject to be discussed is the
appropriateness of Israel's security paradigm to a nuclear Middle East, the feasibility of
replicating the Cold War balance of terror in the region, and whether such an attempt would
embody a hazard or solution. The appropriateness of Israel's security paradigm to the opposite
course of actions, i.e., joining a WMD Free-Zone in the Middle East, is to be discussed as well.

Final assignment: Final paper/ seminar paper (100% final grade)

Rothberg International School's Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Policies

Integrity Policy: “Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students suspected of violating the
Hebrew University Policy on Academic Integrity will be required to participate in the outlined
procedural process as initiated by the instructor. A minimum sanction of a zero score for the
quiz, exam or paper will be imposed.”

Plagiarism: It is important that the written and oral work that you present in this course reflect
your own reading, critical analysis, and writing. Plagiarism includes: a) submitting someone
else’s work in your name whether that someone else is someone you know or someone who
posted their work on the Internet; and whether you paid for the material or not; b) submitting
your own work from another course without disclosure to the instructor; ¢) copying passages
verbatim or in close paraphrase from published or unpublished material written by someone else
without properly using quotation marks and/or without citing your source.
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