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Geographic Aspects of National Security
INDC 45th Class
Prof. Yossi Ben Artzi
1. Course Objectives
The goal of the course is to present and discuss the geo-strategic infrastructure of the State of Israel, while learning and discussing several geographical aspects that are central components of this infrastructure.
The theoretical background of the course will be based on definitions and approaches in geopolitics and geostrategy, with a specific reference to their relevance to the understanding of the State of Israel in the geographical and historical context of the modern era.
Spatial and historical processes from the end of the Ottoman period to the present day will be presented in order to illustrate their relevance to the Middle East, the State of Israel and its rebirth.
Special emphasis will be placed on the processes that have shaped the geographic-settlement dimension of the State of Israel itself: borders, land, forms of settlement, migration and population distribution, cities and urbanization, physical planning and spatial dilemmas.
The target of the course is to expose the course participants to the roots of the processes and to the way in which changes have occurred in selected aspects, while studying the sources, familiarizing them with the professional literature, and looking at the field in some of the components of the local landscape relevant to these subjects. The regional National Defense tours will be devoted in part to familiarizing the selected elements in the various areas of the country.
2. Syllabus
· The Geographical Component of National Security: Basic Concepts of geography.
· What Is Geopolitics and what Is Geo-Strategy? Demonstrating through global events, the Middle East and the Land of Israel. Purpose driven Empire: Britain and the Suez Canal;
· Israel's Borders from 1906 to 2017: The processes of creating the international border between the Land of Israel and Egypt, Transjordan, Syria and Lebanon; Armistice lines; borders in peace agreements; what sets the border? The 'plow line', 'the line of the gun' or 'ink on paper'? What really established Israel's borders?
· Population of Israel – Population growth and distribution, and its significance for national security: stages in immigration and population growth since the beginning of the Zionist activity in the Land of Israel; population distribution policy: plans, performance, results and validity of the concept; is there such a thing as 'the state of Tel Aviv?'
· Israel's Lands: Aspects of ownership, use and physical planning and their impact on National Security: types of land in the Land of Israel; Key factors in land acquisition; Lovers of Zion, the Baron, YKCA, PIKA, KKL, Land Development; the "N - settlement" and its links to the Partition Plan; the land regime in Israel;
· Rural Space in Israel: Changes in time and socio-economic arrangement: village, workers' village; state; estate; grouping; kibbutz; cooperative villages; principles and values in the test of time; the future of rural space and its essence regarding national strength;
· Urban Space: The hierarchy of cities and its creation; new cities and development towns – the scar of generations and their circumstances; physical planning; spin and escape; perspective;
· The Metropolitan Areas in Israel and Their Spatial and Strategic Significance: Central versus periphery in Israel;
· Environmental Dilemmas and National Security Considerations: Beaches, open spaces, reserves and gardens, land, sea and air transport infrastructures; gas, oil and the environment;
3. Expressing the Various Topics in the INDC Tours:
In the regular INDC tours, all the aforementioned will be integrated into the tour plans in the various areas. In each tour, 3-4 topics will be devoted to the reflection of the above components in the area of the tour. For example: On the Northern tour, alongside military topics, security, deployment and the IDF, the following will be discussed: The borders of the state and their formation in the region: Golan, line 4, the Lebanese border and its changes since 1923; population distribution and its components: settlement versus security, development towns; dilemmas of conservation versus development; the Druze space in nature reserves; Sakhnin vs. Misgav;
4. Sources and reading material will be provided to the participants during the course and according to the topics under discussion.
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