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Team 1
Subject: Review of the final assignment in the Introduction to Geopolitics and Geo-strategy from the National Security Perspective course:
 Ukraine – between Russia and the West 
General
1. The analysis of the study Ukraine between East and West is well done in terms of presenting the components and factors influencing the geopolitical array of the case you have chosen.

2. The attempt to illuminate the cases of Mackinder and Mahan's theories is also noteworthy, especially since Ukraine is part of Mackinder's core.
3. The writing requires more of an oral presentation - and with that you should maintain accuracy, 'dry' academic wording and less humor, and especially references to key points and arguments such as Putin's policy and his model for example.

4. Be precise in geographical directions - for example Russia is also north and not just east of Ukraine.

5. List of sources?

6. See comments and corrections in the written document you submitted.
Individual comments 

1. First - there is writing in the singular, first person point of view in the last line from the end. Did the whole team take part in the final reading?

2. On what is the statement that Putin sees in China an "ideal model to aspire to" based? Requires reference.

3. As mentioned, the use of "covert humor" is less suitable for academic writing, and more for lecturing to an audience. This is reflected in the headlines, for example “Czar Putin’s first journey” or in the use of "simple" language in the following paragraph: “Putin shared many interesting things”, or for example the second paragraph on page 5, as well as the ending on page 10.

4. There is a tendency in writing “to imply” things that the reader supposedly knows, as a covert assumption that the reader has an early acquaintance with the topic. For example, in the first paragraph on the US on page 6, the first sentence does not indicate when and where it took place – where did Russia deploy its forces. It may be clear that this is Syria, but you should not assume that the reader understands. The reader should be able to read your paper even in five years and still understand.

5. The European considerations surrounding Ukraine have not been sufficiently explained in Part B on Europe.

6. In the analysis of the US as a “global player”, there is no reference to the significance of this to Ukraine.  Everything is implied. For example, the last paragraph on page 7 is generic in nature (even China is mentioned there), and does not indicate how this might affect Ukraine's tendency to the East or the West, which is what the assignment is about.
7. The details on Germany in part A on Europe is less relevant to the assignment. The link to the referendum is interesting but requires research to verify such a possibility. Part B is essentially descriptive.

8. The part at the end should be more complex and could possibly explained with an illustration. This part hardly refers to Ukraine itself which is the subject of the study, and how it will deal with future challenges.

9. In conclusion - the formulation must be improved, the writing requires great care in terminology, referencing, illumination of all contexts and academic language, even if it is seemingly 'dry'.
Final grade: 90
Regards,

Prof. Yossi Ben Artzi & Amb. Merav Zafary-Odiz
Course Leaders
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