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The subject of the paper:
The Influence of Modern Jihadism in South East Asia and Its Impact to Singapore's National Security.
Background:
The rise of the Islamic State (IS) has presented a new form of warfare, touted as the modern jihad. Its extreme ideology, sophisticated organization and operational methods have created a profound impact on the psyche of states and societies worldwide. Such terrorist threats are already troubling the European and Western countries, and its sphere of influence is spreading from the epicenter of the Middle East towards Asia and South East Asia, a region home to numerous terrorist bases and cells.
Singapore is in the center of this brewing turmoil in South East Asia and it has recently shifted gear towards paying a greater emphasis on counter-extremism and counter-terrorism. In light of the need to implement effective national security strategies, the imperative is to understand the threats of modern jihadism to Singapore, analyze the strategies and recommend policy changes to address the challenges.
Goal of the paper:
1.
To examine the influence of modern jihadism in South East Asia and analyze the threats Singapore has to contend with.

2.
To analyze Singapore's strategies in counter-extremism and counter-terrorism, and identify the gaps it must overcome in the face of an evolving terrorist threat arena.
Research questions:
What is the extent and range of threats in the South East Asian region arising from the influence of a more sophisticated organization like IS and how Singapore should evolve its national security strategies to combat these threats?
Research claims (if any):
1.
South East Asia is an ideal hub for ideological extremism and is a vast resource potential for modern terrorism to breed.

2.
Singapore has to adapt its strategies against terrorism and extremism, and in years to come, the strong foundations laid will enable it to play a key role in shaping the regional security landscape on this issue.
Method of presenting the idea of the research (Outline):
This paper will focus only on unconventional threats of terrorism, and not conventional (state-on-state) ones, to address the relevance and effectiveness of Singapore's national security strategies. Within the limits of this subject, the analysis will examine aspects related to the ideological, political, military, economical, social, civil and legal elements of the city-state.

1.
Introduction: Present the subject to be studied and research methodology.

2.
IS ideology, apparatus and their influence on South East Asia.

3.
The strengths and shortcomings of Singapore's efforts against extremism and terrorism.

4.
Recommendations for policy changes and Singapore's role in regional counter-extremism and counter-terrorism endeavors in the future.

5.
Conclusion.
The importance / novelty of the paper:
Terrorist threats are getting more sophisticated and their effects penetrate many facets of a modern society. As the perpetrators of terrorism modernize their organizational structures, modes of operations and tactics, policymakers and practitioners should review their counter-measures completely to ensure that the responses are comprehensive, relevant and effective.
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