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1 JUL 18

From:  Executive Officer

To:    CCLEB Board

Subj:  CONGRESSIONAL FELLOWSHIP RECOMMENDATION ICO LT FIRST LIEUTENANT MICHAEL FALVEY

1.  Lieutenant Falvey is one of the top 5% of Company Grade Officers I have ever served with, and he has my most enthusiastic recommendation for the Congressional Fellowship.

2.  For context, I served as Lieutenant Falvey’s Battalion Commander for 15 months, during which time he was a Weapons Platoon Commander while we deployed on UDP in 2016-17.

3.  Lieutenant Falvey was the number one Lieutenant in my profile amongst all of our first deployment Lieutenants, and he was in my top 3 of all Lieutenants in the Battalion regardless of time in service or with the unit. His proficiency, performance, and understanding of the role of an infantry Lieutenant were well ahead of his peers, and he acted with the poise and understanding of a much more seasoned officer. He was called upon to assume a billet that is preferably held by an officer who is 2 years senior to him, and in this billet he excelled. Not only did he master his craft, but he was able to export that knowledge to his peers, junior Marines, and those who would eventually replace him. At the conclusion of the deployment, I hand picked him into what I consider to be the most senior and vital billet in the Battalion, the Weapons Company Executive Officer, where he would not only be responsible for training, supporting, and coaching the battalion, but in helping to raise the next generation of young officers.

4.  As it pertains to his potential as a Congressional Fellow, he would be my number one choice of all the officers I had in the battalion. He has an excellent academic pedigree, graduating from one of the world’s best universities, displaces his academic prowess daily in his articulation of questions and ability to do research, and speaks to topics with the accuracy and eagerness of much more senior officers. As a leader, Mike is first-rate in every respect. He intuitively grasps the balance between professionalism and the ability to relate to Marines and Sailors of all ranks, and as such he was at ease in any situation he was placed in. Next, he is a problem solver and idea creator, as displayed by his development of intra-company fire support training packages while we were deployed, and by his constant inputs into the battalion SOP for over 12 months. Additionally, he is a man of high character who I trusted with my life and our most critical tasks. He is led by his conscience, an instinctive sense of right and wrong, and a willingness to speak up even in unpopular circumstances. Lastly, Mike is a consummate team-player and team-builder who will make any organization better by his ability to form and lead teams, and to take intent and direction with the right attitude and desire to succeed as a group.

5.  In summary, Lieutenant Mike Falvey is an outstanding young Officer with unlimited potential in his career. I would go out of my way to recruit him onto any team of which I am a part, and the congressional program would benefit greatly for picking him to these critical positions. A rising star in our Corps, Mike is a must-select.

6. For follow on questions or information please contact me at +972 58-5558589 or tomahawk628@yahoo.com.








Regards,








S.W. MacCutcheon
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