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Attacks on Oil Transport & Infrastructure
(Gulf Region)





Proxy Attacks (Iraq)
	• May 8: United States withdraws from JCPOA
 • Sep 28: U.S. closes Basra consulate in response to threats from pro-Iran militias
• May 2: U.S. halts waivers on purchase of Iranian oil in effort to cut Iranian oil exports to zero
 • May 12: Four foreign oil tankers damaged by limpet mines off Fujairah, UAE
  • May 14: Kata’ib Hezbollah launches drone strike on Saudi oil pipeline
• Jun 13: Two foreign petrochemical tankers damaged by limpet mines in the Gulf of Oman
• Jun 20: Iran downs U.S. RQ-4 Global Hawk drone skirting Iranian airspace over Persian Gulf (after failing to down a U.S. MQ-9 Reaper drone the week before)
• Jul 10, 13, 19: Iran tries to detain three foreign oil tankers, succeeding in the latter two attempts, releasing one shortly thereafter
Sep 14: Saudi petrochemical facilities at Abqaiq and Khurais damaged in drone and cruise missile strike • 
Dec 27: U.S. contractor killed in proxy rocket attack in Iraq • 
Jan 8: Iran launches 16 missiles at al-Asad Air Base in response to the killing of IRGC-QF Qassem Soleimani •
Mar 11: Three coalition soldiers (two Americans, one British) killed in proxy rocket attack in Iraq •
Apr 14: Iran detains then releases Hong Kong-flagged oil tanker • 
 Apr 15: Small boats harass U.S. Naval vessels in Persian Gulf in first incident of its kind since August 2017 • 
Aug 13, 19:  Iran detains two foreign oil tankers, releasing one shortly thereafter • 
 Sep 14: In a tweet, President Trump threatens to hit Iran “1,000 times” harder in response to future attacks •
Sep 19: United States informs Iraq that it will close its Baghdad embassy unless proxy attacks cease •
Oct 11: Iran-backed Iraqi militias agree to suspend attacks on U.S. targets on the condition that U.S. withdraws from Iraq •
Jan 4: Iran seizes South Korean-flagged oil tanker in Strait of Hormuz • 
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U.S.
	
Carrier Strike Groups in CENTCOM Region
	




Sources: AEI Critical Threats Project, “U.S.-Iran Escalation Timeline;” International Crisis Group, “The Iran-U.S. Trigger List;” Joel Wing, Musings on Iraq/Security in Iraq Blog; USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker; and media reports.
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