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Colonel Adam K. Ake
COL Adam Ake currently serves as a Director for Defense Policy and Strategy on the National Security Council staff. He was initially commissioned as an Armor officer from West Point in 1997, where he graduated first in his class both overall and academically.  COL Ake was then assigned to 1/11th ACR (OPFOR) at Ft. Irwin, California, before beginning two years of study at Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar.
Following graduate school, COL Ake was assigned to Korea, where he served in the 2d Infantry Division’s cavalry squadron as a Bradley Fighting Vehicle scout platoon leader and later as support platoon leader. COL Ake next served in a succession of assignments at Ft. Lewis, Washington, including as Commander, Headquarters Company, I Corps; Assistant S-3, 2-14th Cavalry, 1/25th SBCT; and Assistant (later Acting) Secretary of the General Staff, I Corps.

Leaving active duty to attend law school in 2004, COL Ake transferred to the Army National Guard and was assigned as Emergency Plans Officer, Joint Forces Headquarters-Washington.  In July 2007, COL Ake moved to Maryland, and was assigned as S-3, 58th IBCT STB.

In 2008, COL Ake deployed to serve on General Petraeus’ special staff in the Multi-National Force-Iraq as Rule of Law Advisor and liaison to Iraq’s Chief Justice. In 2010, he became S-3 for the 58th IBCT (later the 58th Battlefield Surveillance Brigade). From 2012 to 2014, he commanded 1-175th Infantry, 2/28th IBCT.  He then served as Chief of the 29th Infantry Division Commander’s Initiatives Group until beginning a yearlong fellowship in the Chief of Staff of the Army’s Strategic Studies Group in July 2015. In August 2016, COL Ake mobilized and deployed first as the Deputy J3, Combined Joint Operations Center-Jordan in Amman, and then as the 29th Inf. Division Deputy Chief of Staff at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait.
In civilian life, COL Ake is an Assistant United States Attorney for the District of Maryland where he prosecutes federal felony cases and serves in the office’s National Security Section. Previously, COL Ake served as an Associate Deputy General Counsel (International Affairs) at the Department of Defense and as a law clerk to Chief Judge Sentelle of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.
COL Ake’s military education includes the Armor School’s Officer Basic, Captain’s Career, and Cavalry Leader’s Courses; the Command and General Staff College’s Combined Arms Staff Services School, Intermediate Level Education Common Core, and Advanced Operations Courses; and the National Defense University’s College of International Strategic Affairs Counterterrorism Fellowship.  His civilian education includes a BS (Economics and International/Strategic History) from the U.S. Military Academy, an MBA and M.St. (Strategic History) from Oxford University, and a JD and LLM (Intellectual Property Law and Policy) from the University of Washington.
COL Ake’s personal awards include the Bronze Star Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal (w/3OLC), and the Army (w/4OLC), Alaska (w/OLC), and Maryland Commendation Medals.  He is authorized to wear the Ranger Tab, Expert Infantryman Badge, Parachutist and Air Assault Wings, and the Presidential Service and Army Staff Identification Badges.  COL Ake is married to LTC(P) (Dr.) Julie Ake, an Army infectious disease physician with the Military HIV Research Program. They have four children and reside in Howard County, Maryland.   

