ADVANCED REGIONAL STUDIES (ARS) – EGYPT, ISRAEL, AND JORDAN
COURSE DESCRIPTION

1.  PURPOSE.  The purpose of the Advanced Regional Studies – Egypt, Israel, and Jordan course is to deepen the preparation of selected USAWC students’ understanding of the challenges facing and interests of three Middle East countries.

All students taking this course will have taken the Regional Studies Program (RSP) – Middle East course as a prerequisite, so this ARS course will build on the regional perspective developed in the RSP course.  Taking advantage of the proximity of the three countries under examination in this course, as well as their interconnected history of conflict and peace overtures, this ARS will also allow students to explore important sub-regional concerns as they affect the three countries in question.  The primary goal of the ARS course is to develop student appreciation for the differences between US national interests toward the countries under examination and the interests of those countries themselves, thereby providing a foundation for consideration of how to employ and synchronize the instruments of national power to achieve US national interests in the Middle East region and its periphery.
The ARS course has three major components, although the centerpiece is a study trip to Egypt, Israel, and Jordan.  The three components are:

a. Trip planning - to occur in Term I with students (12) and faculty (2) all involved, as everyone will have at least one specific job for the trip.
b. Classroom portion of the course - will occur in Term II and have four class sessions prior to the trip and one session after the trip.  The pre-trip sessions will center on focused analysis of each country’s relevant geographical contours, religions, demographics and economics, history and political institutions, and social identity structures, as well as sub-regional factors that are of concern to all three countries, such as the longstanding Arab-Israeli Conflict and efforts to resolve it, or the current Syrian War and its regional implications.  US interests toward the Middle East region in general and these countries in particular will also be explored in the pre-trip classroom sessions. The post-trip classroom session will apply knowledge gained from the trip to analysis of Egyptian, Israeli, and Jordanian views of US policies.  Selected students may also brief their trip findings to their peers in NTLs upon conclusion of the ARS.
c. Travel portion of the course – will occur in Term II and cover 12-14 days in Egypt, Israel, and Jordan.  The intent in each country is to explore the three main themes (country context, country challenges, and country views of the United States) through exposure to a cross section of institutions and leading individuals in the political (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Defense, parliament, senior political leadership, judiciary), security (military, police), economic (key industries, chambers of commerce, economic/trade ministries), and civil society (media, NGOs, universities) sectors.  In addition, the ARS students and faculty will have briefings by US Embassy personnel and take advantage of regional organizations with presence in the country (for example, the League of Arab States in Cairo).  Visits to sites of cultural and/or historical significance to the host country’s national identity, as well as receptions with host country USAWC alumni and/or other important national or military leaders will also be part of the ARS travel portion of the course.
2.  OBJECTIVES.  The Advanced Regional Studies – Egypt, Israel, and Jordan objectives are to develop understanding of the national interests of the countries in question and the national interests of the United States toward those countries, especially as those interests in and are influenced by the sub-regional environment.
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	ARS-01
	ARS-02
	ARS-03

	Egypt, Israel, and Jordan: A Sub-Region Shaped by the Arab-Israeli Conflict

	Understanding Modern Egypt

	Understanding Modern Israel

	ARS-04
	ARS-05
	ARS-06

	Understanding Modern Jordan

	Regional Study Trip (4 days in each country, 2 days for travel)

	Lessons Learned: How Do US and Regional Interests Intersect?
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CLASS DESCRIPTIONS

1.  ARS-01:  Egypt, Israel, and Jordan: A Sub-Region Shaped by the Arab-Israeli Conflict.  The classroom portion of this course will begin with an examination of the sub-regional contextual factors that have combined to shape the modern history and politics of Egypt, Israel, and Jordan.  Students will identify each country’s most important national interests, taking into account the very different positions each country represents on the world stage (Egypt is the largest Arab country, Israel is a nuclear power, and Jordan is one of the smallest Arab countries).  Students will also identify US interests toward the region in general and each of the three countries in particular.  
2.  ARS-02:  Understanding Modern Egypt.  This double (two-part?) class will examine core features of Egyptian society to include its history, politics, economy, society, national security, and culture.  Based on the understanding developed, students will learn the most important national interests of Egypt. 

3.  ARS-03:  Understanding Modern Israel.  This double (two-part?) class will examine core features of Israeli society to include its history, politics, economy, society, national security, and culture.  Based on the understanding developed, students will learn the most important national interests of Israel.
4.  ARS-04:  Understanding Modern Jordan.  This double (two-part?) class will examine core features of Jordanian society to include its history, politics, economy, society, national security, and culture.  Based on the understanding developed, students will learn the most important national interests of Jordan.

5.  ARS-05:  Regional Study Trip.  This trip will feature four days in each country, focused on visits to and presentations on political, economic, social, and educational institutions, as well as visits to cultural and historical sites of interest.  Two days of travel time will round out this two-week visit.

6.  ARS-06:  Lessons Learned: How Do US and Regional Interests Intersect?  The course concludes with a final classroom session back in Carlisle, where students will outline the lessons they learned about each country and the sub region as they pertain to understanding the countries’ interests, relevant US interests, exogenous factors (such as other countries’ interests), and the implications of all of this for how US and regional interests intersect.
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