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DA Tel Aviv
Colonel J S R PRIEST MBE
Colonel James Priest was commissioned into the Royal Army Ordnance Corps in April 1992.  He has spent most of his Regimental duty in Germany.  Following the ammunition technical officer course in 1997 he deployed to the Balkans and has since completed a further 7 operational tours.  These have included service in Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan.  The latter was as a UN staff planner during the 2005 earthquake relief efforts.
His initial grade 2 staff appointment was as a munitions commodities manager within the Defence Logistic Organisation.  In 2007 and following sub-unit command, he served at the Permanent Joint Headquarters as the principal J4 desk officer for the Middle East, where he was involved in the redeployment planning of UK forces from Iraq and was awarded the MBE.  

He later became the Military Assistant to the Assistant Chief of Defence Staff (Strategy & Plans) within the MOD, who led the military element of the 2010 Strategic Defence and Security Review.  
Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in February 2011 he deployed to Afghanistan as the SO1 J3/5, HQ Joint Force Support.  In early 2012 he assumed the appointment of SO1 (Organisation) Plans at Army HQ where he was responsible for developing the British Army Basing proposition.  He assumed command of 6 Regiment RLC, a logistic support unit in July 2013, overseeing its reorganisation, including the fielding of new equipment capabilities and support to a series of NATO high readiness commitments.  
On promotion to Colonel in 2015, he deployed to Afghanistan as Head of Future Plans, HQ Resolute Support.  In August 2016 he became Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff Operational Support, Headquarters Field Army, responsible for the provision of combat service support to UK personnel on operations.
In February 2017, he was nominated to attend the 2018 Israel National Defence College course.  He will assume the Defence Attaché Tel Aviv appointment on completion of his studies. 
He is married and has a son and daughter. 
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