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A study of the military history of the past…is enjoined by great military leaders as essential to 

correct ideas and to the skilful [sic] conduct of war in the future.  

 

— Rear Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan, 

The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-1783, 1890 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Military history is essential to the development of military science because—unlike most other 

sciences—military science is unable to test its theories and hypotheses in laboratory experiments. 

 

— Colonel Trevor N. Dupuy, Understanding War, 1987 

 

 

 

 



i 

 

PREFACE 

 

History is one of the curriculum themes at The U.S. Army War College. The purpose of this 

bibliography is to introduce some of the resources readily available in our Library's collection on 

American Military History. It is not a comprehensive listing, but is intended to be a starting point 

from which students can begin research according to their specific needs. 

 

All items are available through the USAWC Library. For your convenience, we have added U.S. 

Army War College Library call numbers, Internet addresses, or database links at the end of each 

entry. Web sites were accessed April 2013. 

 

This bibliography and others compiled by our research librarians are available online through the 

Library’s home page at http://usawc.libguides.com/bibliographies. 

 

For additional information, please contact the Research, Instruction, and Access Services 

Branch, U.S. Army War College Library, by sending an e-mail message to 

USAWC.LibraryR@us.army.mil, or by phoning DSN 242-3660 or Commercial (717) 245-3660. 

          

Compiled by  

Greta Andrusyszyn, MLS 

Research Librarian 
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THE STUDY OF HISTORY 

Books, Documents, and Internet Resources 

Jessup, John E., Jr., and Robert W. Coakley, eds. A Guide to the Study and Use of Military 

History. Washington, DC: U.S. Army Center of Military History, 1979. 507pp. (E181 .G85) 

http://carl.army.mil/download/csipubs/GuidetotheStudyandUseofMilitaryHistory.pdf  

Kagan, Frederick W. Why Military History Matters. Washington, DC: American Enterprise 

Institute, June 2006. 5pp. http://www.aei.org/files/2006/06/27/20060627_ 

20257NSOJune06_g.pdf 

McDougall, Walter A. The Three Reasons We Teach History. Foreign Policy Research Institute 

Footnotes 5, no. 1. Philadelphia: Foreign Policy Research Institute, February 1998. 

http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/051.199802.mcdougall.3reasonsteachhistory.html  

Murray, Williamson, and Richard Hart Sinnreich, eds. The Past As Prologue: The Importance of 

History to the Military Profession. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2006. 287pp. 

(U27 .P28 2006)  

Neustadt, Richard E., and Ernest R. May. Thinking in Time: The Uses of History for Decision-

Makers. New York: Free Press, 1988. 329pp. (E743 .N378 1988)  

Robinson, Michael C. Hindsight Serving Foresight: The Role of History in Strategic Leadership. 

Strategy Research Project. Carlisle Barracks: U.S. Army War College, March 15, 1998. 

33pp. (AD-A344-884) http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA344884  

Ryan, Alan. Thinking across Time: Concurrent Historical Analysis on Military Operations. 

Duntroon, ACT: Land Warfare Studies Centre, July 2001. 42pp. (UA870 .L15 no.114) 

Articles 

Biddle, Tami Davis. "Military History, Democracy, and the Role of the Academy." Journal of 

American History 93, no. 4 (March 2007): 1143-1145. ProQuest 

Echevarria, Antulio J., II. "The Trouble with History." Parameters 35, no. 2 (Summer 2005): 78-

90. ProQuest 

Fettweis, Christopher J. "Dangerous Revisionism: On the Founders, 'Neocons' and the 

Importance of History." Orbis 53, no. 3 (Summer 2009): 507-523. ScienceDirect 

Gray, Peter W. "Why Study Military History?" Defence Studies 5, no. 1 (March 2005): 151-164. 

Taylor & Francis 

Haycock, R. G. "The Relevance and Role of the Battlefield Tour and the Staff Ride for Armed 

Forces in the 21st Century Introduction." Defence Studies 5, no. 1 (March 2005): 5-14. 

Taylor & Francis 

http://carl.army.mil/download/csipubs/GuidetotheStudyandUseofMilitaryHistory.pdf
http://www.aei.org/files/2006/06/27/20060627_20257NSOJune06_g.pdf
http://www.aei.org/files/2006/06/27/20060627_20257NSOJune06_g.pdf
http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/051.199802.mcdougall.3reasonsteachhistory.html
http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA344884
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/224900206?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/198071445?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.orbis.2009.04.003
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14702430500097408
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14702430500096269
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Howard, Michael. "The Use and Abuse of Military History." Reprinted with permission from 

Royal United Services Institute, lecture, October 1961. Parameters 11, no. 1 (March 1981): 

9-14. http://www.carlisle.army.mil/USAWC/parameters/Articles/1981/1981%20howard.pdf  

Kiesling, Eugenia C. "The United States Army’s Historical Staff Rides: History and 

Historiography." Defence Studies 5, no. 1 (March 2005): 48-58. Taylor & Francis 

Lee, Wayne E. "Mind and Matter—Cultural Analysis in American Military History: A Look at 

the State of the Field." Journal of American History 93, no. 4 (March 2007): 1116-1142. 

ProQuest 

Lorimer, John G. "Why Would Modern Military Commanders Study the Franco‐Prussian War?" 

Defence Studies 5, no. 1 (March 2005): 108-123. Taylor & Francis 

Moseley, T. Michael. "The Importance of History." Air Power History 54, no. 4 (Winter 2007): 

5-7. ProQuest 

Reid, Brian Holden. "American Military History: The Need for Comparative Analysis." Journal 

of American History 93, no. 4 (March 2007): 1154-1157. ProQuest 

 

DOCTRINE/STRATEGY/TACTICS 

Books, Documents, and Internet Resources 

Bert, Wayne. American Military Intervention in Unconventional War: From the Philippines to 

Iraq. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011. 266pp. (U163 .B375 2011)  

Betros, Lance. Carved from Granite: West Point since 1902. College Station: Texas A&M 

University Press, 2012. 458pp. (U410 .L1B48 2012) 

Betros, Lance, ed. West Point: Two Centuries and Beyond. Abilene: McWhiney Foundation 

Press, 2004. 623pp. (U410 .L1W478 2004) 

Bonura, Michael A. Under the Shadow of Napoleon: French Influence on the American Way of 

Warfare from the War of 1812 to the Outbreak of WWII. New York: New York University 

Press, 2012. 306pp. (UA25 .B66 2012)  

Clayton, Anthony. Warfare in Woods and Forests. Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2012. 

145pp. (U167.5 .F6C63 2012)  

Davidson, Janine. Lifting the Fog of Peace: How Americans Learned to Fight Modern War. Ann 

Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2010. 244pp. (UA23 .D385 2010)  

Davidson, Michael W. Victory at Risk: Restoring America's Military Power; A New War Plan 

for the Pentagon. Minneapolis: Zenith Press, 2009. 244pp. (UA23 .D183 2009)  

http://www.carlisle.army.mil/USAWC/parameters/Articles/1981/1981%20howard.pdf
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14702430500096863
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/224901472?accountid=4444
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http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/219752762?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/224900265?accountid=4444
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Echevarria, Antulio J., II. Toward an American Way of War. Carlisle Barracks: U.S. Army War 

College, Strategic Studies Institute, March 2004. 29pp. (U413 .A66E133 2004) 

http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA421512  

Edmonds, Brenda. U.S. Grand Strategy for the Future. Strategy Research Project. Carlisle 

Barracks: U.S. Army War College, February 23, 2009. 22pp. (AD-A500-571) 

http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA500571  

Forsyth, Michael J. Effective Termination of Conflict: Perspectives from 1847 and 2003. 

Strategy Research Project. Carlisle Barracks: U.S. Army War College, March 22, 2012. 

65pp. (AD-A561-613) http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA561613  

Friedman, Norman. Network-Centric Warfare: How Navies Learned to Fight Smarter through 

Three World Wars. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 2009. 360pp. (V53 .F75 2009) 

Gentry, John A. How Wars Are Won and Lost: Vulnerability and Military Power. Santa Barbara: 

Praeger Security International, 2012. 314pp. Praeger Security International 

Goldthorpe, Daniel P. A New Mindset for Countering Terrorism. Strategy Research Project. 

Carlisle Barracks: U.S. Army War College, March 14, 2011. 28pp. (AD-A559-874) 

http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA559874  

Gole, Henry G. The Road to Rainbow: Army Planning for Global War, 1934-1940. Annapolis: 

Naval Institute Press, 2003. 224pp. (U153 .G54 2003)  

Heuser, Beatrice. The Evolution of Strategy: Thinking War from Antiquity to the Present. New 

York: Cambridge University Press, 2010. 578pp. (U162 .H48 2010) 

Hope, Ian. A Scientific Way of War: Antebellum Military Science, West Point, and the Origins of 

American Military Thought. Kingston: Queen's University, 2011. 527pp. (U43 .U4H67 2011) 

Kilcullen, David. Counterinsurgency. New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. 251pp. (U241 

.K55 2010)  

Kretchik, Walter E. U.S. Army Doctrine: From the American Revolution to the War on Terror. 

Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2011. 392pp. (UA23 .K748 2011)  

Lacquement, Richard A., Jr. Shaping American Military Capabilities after the Cold War. 

Westport: Praeger, 2003. 211pp. (UA23 .L22 2003) Praeger Security International 

Linn, Brian McAllister. The Echo of Battle: The Army's Way of War. Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 2009. 312pp. (UA25 .L342 2009)  

Martel, William C. Victory in War: Foundations of Modern Strategy. Rev. ed. New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2011. 578pp. (UA11 .M372 2011) 

Matheny, Michael R. Carrying the War to the Enemy: American Operational Art to 1945. 

Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2011. 334pp. (U153 .M38 2011)  

http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA421512
http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA500571
http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA561613
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://psi.praeger.com/doc.aspx?d=/books/gpg/A3458C/A3458C-32.xml
http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA559874
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://psi.praeger.com/doc.aspx?d=/books/dps/2000a8cf/2000a8cf-p2000a8cf9970001001.xml
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Metz, Steven. Iraq & the Evolution of American Strategy. Washington, DC: Potomac Books, 

2008. 262pp. (E183.8 .I57M27 2008) 

Moyar, Mark. A Question of Command: Counterinsurgency from the Civil War to Iraq. New 

Haven: Yale University Press, 2009. 347pp. (U241 .M69 2009)  

Murray, Williamson. War, Strategy, and Military Effectiveness. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 2011. 332pp. (U27 .M875 2011)  

Neiberg, Michael S. The Blood of Free Men: The Liberation of Paris, 1944. New York: Basic 

Books, 2012. 309pp. (D762 .P3N45 2012)  

Newland, Samuel J., and Clayton K. S. Chun. The European Campaign: Its Origins and 

Conduct. Carlisle Barracks: U.S. Army War College, Strategic Studies Institute, June 2011. 

455pp. (U413 .A66N49 2011) http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pdffiles/ 

PUB1075.pdf  

Sizer, Mona D. The Glory Guys: The Story of the U.S. Army Rangers. Lanham: Taylor Trade, 

2010. 293pp. (UA34 .R36S59 2010) 

Stanton, Doug. Horse Soldiers: The Extraordinary Story of a Band of U.S. Soldiers Who Rode to 

Victory in Afghanistan. New York: Scribner, 2009. 393pp. (DS371.412 .S73 2009)  

Stoker, Donald. The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2010. 498pp. (E470 .S76 2010)  

Urban, Mark. Task Force Black: The Explosive True Story of the Secret Special Forces War in 

Iraq. New York: St. Martin's Press, 2010. 299pp. (DS79.765 .G7U73 2010b)  

West, Owen. The Snake Eaters: An Unlikely Band of Brothers and the Battle for the Soul of Iraq. 

New York: Free Press, 2012. 327pp. (DS79.764 .A63W47 2012) 

Articles 

Andrade, Dale. "Why Westmoreland Was Right." Vietnam 21, no. 6 (April 2009): 26-32. 

ProQuest 

Badsey, Stephen, Donald Stoker, and Joseph G. Dawson, III. "Confederate Military Strategy in 

the U.S. Civil War Revisited." Journal of Military History 73, no. 4 (October 2009): 1273-

1287. ProQuest 

Benson, Bill. "Unified Land Operations: The Evolution of Army Doctrine for Success in the 21st 

Century." Military Review 92, no. 2 (March-April 2012): 2-12. ProQuest 

Biddle, Tami Davis. "Leveraging Strength: The Pillars of American Grand Strategy in World 

War II." Orbis 55, no. 1 (Winter 2011): 4-29. ScienceDirect 

Boorman, Scott A. "Fundamentals of Strategy: The Legacy of Henry Eccles." Naval War 

College Review 62, no. 2 (Spring 2009): 91-115. ProQuest 

http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pdffiles/PUB1075.pdf
http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pdffiles/PUB1075.pdf
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/195768778?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/195631743?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/1018568707?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.orbis.2010.10.001
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/205922678?accountid=4444
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Dawson, Joseph G., III. "Jefferson Davis and the Confederacy's 'Offensive-Defensive' Strategy 

in the U.S. Civil War." Journal of Military History 73, no. 2 (April 2009): 591-607. ProQuest 

Galvin, John R. "What's the Matter with Being a Strategist?" [Originally published March 1989] 

Parameters 40, no. 4 (Winter 2010-11): 82-89. ProQuest 

Gentile, Gian P. "A Strategy of Tactics: Population-Centric COIN [Counterinsurgency] and the 

Army." [Originally published Autumn 2009] Parameters 41, no. 4 (Winter 2011-12): 116-

127. ProQuest 

Hoffman, Frank G. "Neo-Classical Counterinsurgency?" [Originally published Summer 2007] 

Parameters 41, no. 4 (Winter 2011-12): 87-103. ProQuest 

Junio, Timothy J. "Military History and Fourth Generation Warfare." Journal of Strategic 

Studies 32, no. 2 (April 2009): 243-269. Taylor & Francis 

Kipp, Jacob W., and Lester W. Grau. "Military Theory, Strategy, and Praxis." Military Review 

91, no. 2 (March-April 2011): 12-22. ProQuest 

Moore, Charles P. "What's the Matter with Being a Strategist (Now)?" Parameters 39, no. 4 

(Winter 2009-10): 5-19. ProQuest [see Galvin "What’s the Matter with Being a Strategist?" 

listed above] 

Porch, Douglas. "The Dangerous Myths and Dubious Promise of COIN [Counterinsurgency]." 

Small Wars & Insurgencies 22, no. 2 (May 2011): 239-257. Taylor & Francis 

Prawdzik, Christopher. "Rough Cuts: Does New Defense Strategy Put Troops in Peril?" Officer 

88, no. 2 (March-April 2012): 16-21. ProQuest 

Tomes, Robert R. "An Historical Review of US Defense Strategy from Vietnam to Operation 

Iraqi Freedom." Defense & Security Analysis 28, no. 4 (December 2012): 303-315. Taylor & 

Francis 

Warden, John A., III. "Strategy and Airpower." Air & Space Power Journal 25, no. 1 (Spring 

2011): 64-77. ProQuest 

Wolk, Herman S. "Sixty-Five Years On: Plans and Strategy to Defeat Japan in World War II." 

Air Power History 57, no. 3 (Fall 2010): 4-13. ProQuest 

Zaman, Rashed Uz. "Strategic Culture: A 'Cultural' Understanding of War." Comparative 

Strategy 28, no. 1 (2009): 68-88. Taylor & Francis 

Multimedia 

Matheny, Michael R. Carrying the War to the Enemy: American Operational Art to 1945. 67 

min. Carlisle Barracks: U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center, May 12, 2011. Streaming 

video. http://www.carlisle.army.mil/AHEC/mediagallery/video/34_633.wmv  

http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/195656595?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/867412828?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/1014265670?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/1014265684?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402390902743266
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/860332276?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/198181139?accountid=4444
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http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/751524206?accountid=4444
http://ezproxy.usawcpubs.org/login?url=http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01495930802679785
http://www.carlisle.army.mil/AHEC/mediagallery/video/34_633.wmv
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Metz, Steven. "Crucial Issues in Future American Strategy." U.S. Army War College YouTube 

Channel streaming video. 55 min. September 2011. http://youtu.be/hUiGAB4nCpo 
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Books, Documents, and Internet Resources 

Adams-Ender, Clara L. My Rise to the Stars: How a Sharecropper's Daughter Became an Army 

General. Lake Ridge, VA: CAPE Associates, 2001. 247pp. (UB418 .A47A33 2001) 

Allan, William. Stonewall Jackson, Robert E. Lee, and the Army of Northern Virginia, 1862. 

New York: Da Capo Press, 1995. 537pp. (E470.2 .A4 1995) 

Axelrod, Alan. Bradley. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 204pp. (E745 .B7A94 2009) 

Bailes, Robert L. Commanding in Chief, Strategic Leader Relationship in the Civil War. 

[McClellan, Pope] Strategy Research Project. Carlisle Barracks: U.S. Army War College, 
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Bartlett, Merrill L. Lejeune: A Marine's Life, 1867-1942. Columbia: University of South 

Carolina Press, 1991. 214pp. (VE25 .L45B37 1991) 

Becton, Julius W. Becton: Autobiography of a Soldier and Public Servant. Annapolis: Naval 

Institute Press, 2008. 318pp. (E840.5 .B43A3 2008) 

Benjamin, Burton. Fair Play: CBS, General Westmoreland, and How a Television Documentary 

Went Wrong. New York: Harper & Row, 1988. 218pp. (PN4784 .T4B452 1988) [see The 

Uncounted Enemy – listed in Multimedia below on page 20] 

Berris, William. Why General Krulak Is the Marine Corps' Greatest Strategic Leader. Strategy 

Research Project. Carlisle Barracks: U.S. Army War College, March 14, 2011. 21pp. (AD-

A560-057) http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA560057  

Beyer, Kurt. Grace Hopper and the Invention of the Information Age. Cambridge: MIT Press, 
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Billias, George Athan, ed. George Washington's Generals and Opponents: Their Exploits and 

Leadership. New York: Da Capo Press, 1994. 372pp. (E206 .G46 1994)  

Black, Bruce. The Legacy of Mahan for the 21st Century. Strategy Research Project. Carlisle 

Barracks: U.S. Army War College, February 7, 2006. 16pp. (AD-A449-259) 

http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA449259  

Blumenson, Martin, and Kevin Hymel. Patton: Legendary Commander. Washington, DC: 

Potomac Books, 2008. 117pp. (E745 .P3B545 2008) 

http://youtu.be/hUiGAB4nCpo
http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA560677
http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA560057
http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA449259
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Buell, Thomas B. The Quiet Warrior: A Biography of Admiral Raymond A. Spruance. 1974. 
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