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SEC 6317 WMD, Proliferation, and National
Security
Course Description/Overview

Course Description: The end of the Cold War brought in a new era of world politics and security issues for
the United States. But with the "New World Order" and the end of the Soviet Union also came a new
phenomenon – WMD and proliferation by a variety of both state and non-state actors. Countries such as
China and North Korea, and non-state actors (many in the former Soviet Union and Warsaw Pact states)
have taken advantage of the new set of paradigms currently in existence, to develop and proliferate WMD
and the platforms that carry it (largely ballistic missiles). Equally as disturbing is the widespread
proliferation of small arms to several volatile regions and nations on earth. This course will examine exactly
what it is that makes up a WMD and/or proliferation threat, who many of the key players are that
constitute this threat, and how the United States and the international community has reacted to it. The
course will also examine several important recent case studies. 

Course Textbooks/Daily Reviews

Required Texts:

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes

Comprehend the definitions, criteria, and various aspects of WMD and
proliferation.
Analyze the reaction of the international community to the WMD and
proliferation threat that is posed by state and non-state actors.
Analyze and articulate the events and changing paradigms that have
occurred since the end of the Cold War that have led to a growth of the

  As a result of completing this course, the student will be able to:Objectives:
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WMD and proliferation threat.

 

Grading Policies

Assignment
Percent of

Grade Due

First Essay 20% Sunday at the end of week 2
before 2100 hrs. Central Time.
6-8 page essay

Midterm Powerpoint Presentatio 20% Sunday at the end of week 5
before 2100 hrs. Central Time.
10-15 slide PowerPoint
presentation

Discussion Thread participation 20% Occurs in weeks with no written
assignment

Final Essay 40% Friday at the end of week 8
before 2100 hrs. Central Time.
12-15 page essay

LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE GRADED ACCORDINGLY

Angelo State University employs a letter grade system. Grades in this course are determined on a
percentage scale:

A = 90 – 100 %
B = 80 – 89 %
C = 70 – 79 %
D = 60 – 69 %
F = 59 % and below.

Course Organization:

 WMD Defined and placed into context: The term "WMD" is often used by pundits in
the press and policy makers in the United States and elsewhere. But what exactly is the
definition of WMD? Most analysts would agree that WMD is a weapon or weapons that
cause "mass destruction" (and the platforms that carry it), and typically these weapons

Lesson 1:



cause the highest amount of destruction among civilian populations - which is what
makes them such a horrifying threat to both nation-states and non-state actors. It will be
important in this lesson to take an in-depth look at what comprises a WMD threat, how it
is formally defined by the policy and academic communities, and how dangerous
respected analysts think it is to the international community.

 Proliferation: Definitions and Policy: Many of us have heard the term "proliferation"
used by both those in the international press and academics. Thus, since one the
objectives of this course is to identify and discuss proliferation, it will be important for us
to understand the accepted norms for what the proliferation threat is and how it is
defined. Further, since proliferation (particularly of WMD and the platforms that can carry
WMD) has been clearly identified in recent times as a threat to the security of the United
States and its allies, it will also be important to address how the proliferation threat has
made an impact on policy - and what possible actions have been addressed by those who
specialize in this area in both the policy and academic fields.

Lesson 2:

 How Does Proliferation Affect National Security?: There are few issues that are as
compelling to policy makers when it comes to national security, as the issue of
proliferation. During political campaigns politicians often are intent on making critical
analysis of those who currently serve in office - on both sides of the political spectrum -
as it relates to proliferation. But to date, no American government in power has been able
to successfully shut down (or some would say even slow down) the proliferation of WMD
and the platforms that carry it. It will be the goal of this lesson to give the reader insights
into some of the history of proliferation as it has affected national security, differing
viewpoints on policies that should be initiated (from the left and the right), and policy
alternatives that many will probably find quite interesting.

Lesson 3:

 Case Study: WMD, Proliferation, and North Korea: There are few countries that
have been more of a thorn in the side of American policy makers than North Korea for
the past 20 years. As our first case study in WMD and proliferation begins it will be
obvious to students that we simply could not have a series of case studies that does not
involve North Korea. Pyongyang covers the full "gambit" of nuclear, biological and
chemical weapons - and proliferates them to other rogue states. It will be the goal of this
lesson to give the reader insights into North Korea's WMD capabilities and proliferation,
and to then offer up some very thoughtful readings on how America and her allies have
responded (and will respond in the future) to this very grave and often out of control
threat.

Lesson 4:

  Case Study: WMD, Proliferation, and China: China has an unusual relationship with
the United States. It is thus interesting that one of the closest economic partners for
America also has one of the largest stockpiles of WMD in the world - and proliferates
WMD to rogue nations. As our second case study in WMD and proliferation begins,
students will likely find much of this information very interesting - as it often does not
make international headlines. Like North Korea, China covers the full "gambit" of nuclear,
biological and chemical weapons - and proliferates them to other rogue states. It will be
the goal of this lesson to give the reader insights into China's WMD capabilities and
proliferation, and to then offer up some very thoughtful readings on how America and her
allies have responded (and will respond in the future) to this very grave and seldom
discussed threat.

Lesson 5:

 Case Study: Black and Brown Market Proliferation and Dual Use Technology:
Since the end of the Cold War we have truly embarked on a "new world order." But the
conclusion of the Cold War has brought both benefits to the global environment and new
threats. One of the key threats that has emerged since the end of the Cold War is the
proliferation of both small arms and WMD through "black and brown" markets. Often the
agents and front companies dealing in these markets (which also include dual use
technologies) are former officials or front companies who existed under the umbrella of

Lesson 6:
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the former USSR or Warsaw Pact nations. These brown and black markets exist because
they have willing customers in rogue states, third world nations (particularly in Africa),
and even non-state actors - to include groups who engage in terrorism. It will be the goal
of this lesson to examine many of the "black and brown" market entities that exist, the
illicit activities that they are engaged in, and the reaction of the United States and
elements of the international community.

 International Action (treaties and organizations) Against WMD and
Proliferation: Clearly, dealing with the challenge of WMD and proliferation is best dealt
with through cooperation within the international community. But this is an issue that
because of its very nature is fraught with various elements and entities that can cause
only partial success at best. It will be the goal of this lesson to introduce the reader to
some of the international organizations, inspection regimes and agencies that have been
involved in the fight against WMD and proliferation. This lesson will also examine the
effectiveness of these various efforts, and many of the readings will offer policy
recommendations.

Lesson 7:

 Assessment: This week is set aside for the student to complete a 12-15 page essay
assignment. The purpose of this assignment is to measure student mastery of the course
objectives.

Lesson 8:
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Communication

Office Hours/Contacting the Instructor

See the Instructor Information section for contact information.

University Policies

Academic Integrity
Angelo State University expects its students to maintain complete honesty and integrity in their academic
pursuits. Students are responsible for understanding and complying with the university Academic Honor
Code and the ASU Student Handbook.

Accommodations for Disability
ASU is committed to the principle that no qualified individual with a disability shall, on the basis of disability,
be excluded from participation in or be denied the benefits of the services, programs or activities of the
university, or be subjected to discrimination by the university, as provided by the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (ADA), the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments of 2008 (ADAAA), and subsequent
legislation.

Student Affairs is the designated campus department charged with the responsibility of reviewing and
authorizing requests for reasonable accommodations based on a disability, and it is the student's
responsibility to initiate such a request by emailing studentservices@angelo.edu, or by contacting:

Office of Student Affairs 
University Center, Suite 112 
325-942-2047 Office
325-942-2211 FAX

Student absence for religious holidays
A student who intends to observe a religious holy day should make that intention known in writing to the
instructor prior to the absence. A student who is absent from classes for the observance of a religious holy
day shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment scheduled for that day within a
reasonable time after the absence.
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