Dear Student,
It is an honor to congratulate you on your having been chosen to represent your military and your country at the Israel National Defense College in the upcoming academic year (2017-2018).

Based on previous experience, we have prepared a list of basic information that should be helpful in preparing you for both your administrative needs as well as your academic requirements. In addition to the information we have included, please feel free to contact us for any subsequent information you may need.
Looking forward to seeing you soon,

The ISMO Team
1) The Summer Course will begin on Monday, July 3rd, 2017 at 09:00 at the INDC Campus (Waze: http://waze.to/li/hsv8yb70u9).
2) The Summer Course extends from July 3rd to August 24th, Monday thru Thursday, 09:00 – 16:30. Occasionally, there will be activities scheduled for Sundays, but these will only include touristic tours to which your family members will also be invited;

3) For the sake of enrollment in the academic program at Haifa University, please bring with you a copy of your academic credentials (diploma, list of courses and grades for both your B.A. and M.A. degrees)
4) For the purpose of P.E. activities during the course of the year, please bring a signed doctor's approval that you are fit to exercise in a gym;

5) Uniforms – you will quickly learn that the I.D.F. is very informal with regard to uniforms - we use only two, a field uniform and our daily uniform which does not include a jacket or a tie. The need to wear uniforms is rare and divided into two categories – field tours which may require either a field uniform or a standard daily uniform; meetings with seniors (Major General and above, Ministers, etc.) which require a non-field uniform. Since we have only one standard non-field uniform in the I.D.F., it is your own decision which one is most appropriate (I suggest you contact your Military Attache for advice). The only exception to this rule is when on foreign travel. If uniforms are required (not always) then we have specially tailored uniforms that do include a jacket and tie.
6) Academic Preparation
a. The following link is to a series called "Pillar of Fire" which in six chapters offers a very good background to the creation of the State of Israel in the modern era:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swGODDLTaWY
b. Attached is a list of suggested reading materials aimed at reinforcing whatever knowledge you may already have with regard to the history of the Jews, as well as Israeli history and culture.

It should be emphasized that if the tuition for you participation has not yet been transferred to the Israeli Ministry of Defense; you will be required to submit a check for the sum of $50,000 before commencement of the Summer Course.


Contact Information
Matan Or
Head of the International Fellowship Program
matan_or@mail.idf.il 
(+972) 052-9247983
Micol Debash
NCO at the INDC
ismo.office@gmail.com 

(+972) 054-6982571
Suggested Reading List
1. Martin Gilbert , Israel: A History or Anita Shapira, Israel:  a History

2. Simon Schama, the Story of the Jews (you can watch the series instead)
3. Arthur Hertzberg, the Zionist Idea
4. Martin Fletcher, Walking Israel and/or Ari Shavit, My Promised Land

5. Amos Oz, a Tale of Love and Darkness and/or Meir Shalev, the Blue Mountain and/or Haim Sabato, Adjusting Sights
6. Dan Senor and Shaul Singer, Start-up Nation
7. James Michener, the Source
8. Yossi Klein Halevi, Like Dreamers
9. Shimon Peres, Battling for Peace - A  Memoir
10. Avigdor Kahalani, Heights of Courage
11. Amos Elon, The Israelis

12. The Bible (especially Books of Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings)
