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The Palestinian demographic campaign in "*Area C"

and its manifestation in Fire Zone 918

Alon Madanes

Abstract

In the twenty-five years since the signing of the ”Oslo Accords” the map of Palestinian
settlement in ”Area C” has changed unrecognizably. According to the agreement,

security and civilian control of ”Area C” remained under the responsibility of Israel.
However, it seems that The Palestinian Authority is setting the tone in this area, at least

in domains of settlement and regional development. Fire Zone 918 (7Zone 918”), in the
southern part of mount Hebron, is located within ”Area C. This area was not populated
with permanent residents or inhabited with permanent aboveground structures until the
beginning of the 21st century. This situation changed significantly during the last two
decades when hundreds of buildings were built as well as infrastructures worth tens of
millions of dollars. It was all done without the consent of the Israeli sovereign and

despite dissatisfaction and active opposition on its behalf.

This study addresses three major challenges. The first challenge is to define what a
ndemographic campaign” is. Is the combination of these two terms, almost
contradictory by nature, acceptable, and if so, what are its characteristics? The term
rdemographic campaign” is not a part of the academic discourse and is not known

outside its borders. Therefore, it is essential to define and demonstrate it first.

After describing this geopolitical manifestation and creating a common definition, the
study progresses to the second challenge, analyzing the Palestinian settlement in Zone
918. The purpose of this analysis is to determine whether it is part of natural

demographic processes and settlement development or we are facing a guiding hand



that bears the characteristics of a demographic campaign. In other words, is it about

natural evolution or alternatively an intentional and designed revolution?

Meeting the first two challenges, paves the way to facing the third, which is the main
purpose of this study. The third challenge is to prove that the Palestinians are
conducting a demographic campaign against Israel in ”Area C». Analyzing the
developments of the Palestinian settlement in Zone 918 is aims to characterize this

campaign, while emphasizing its unique components.

The main arguments of the study are that there is indeed a geopolitical phenomenon,
that constitutes a demographic campaign and that the Palestinians intentionally conduct

such a campaign in Area C.

This study is based on the theoretical and conceptual definitions of "battle” and
rdemography,” around which the basis of the term ”demographic campaign” is defined.
This is not an algorithm of two constants but rather a definition larger than the sum of
its parts. In conceptualizing the "campaign,” the study makes use of complex systems
theory. One may argue that a complex system does not develop linearly and that much
of its manifestation is only above the surface. Demography is a scientific discipline that
deals with the study of populations, usually in relation to a defined geographical area.
The demographic campaign refers to a situation in which one political system attempts
to influence demography within a sphere of hostile systems and channel it into political

achievements.

Identifying the lack of linearity in demographic development in the abovementioned
area requires understanding what 7linear” means. Therefore, the study analyzes Area
918, as well as the characteristics of the traditional Arab settlement and its past
development in the Land of Israel. This analysis in based on surveying the research of
many scholars of the Land of Israel, among which Yossi Ben-Artzi, Avraham
Granovsky, Ruth Kark, David Grossman, Yoram Bar-Gal, Arnon Soffer, Yaacov

Havakook and others.



The study shows that until the early 2000s Zone 918 was not permanently inhabited and
was characterized by a limited seasonal settlement of cave dwellers. However, within
the next two decades it became an area that includes fourteen Palestinian settlements
consist of hundreds of buildings, as well as water, electricity and road infrastructures,
estimated at tens of millions of dollars. The study bases its arguments on the analysis
of aerial photographs from previous years, as well as on legal affidavits submitted to
the Israeli High Court of Justice. Analyzing the new Palestinian settlement in Zone 918
raises multiple anomalies, some of which can be interpreted as an evolutionary
development, while others can only be attributed to a demographic campaign. The
cumulative effect of all the anomalies provides evidence beyond reasonable doubt that

the Palestinian construction in Zone 918 constitutes a demographic battle.

Main conclusions

Firstly, a »demographic campaign” is a geopolitical effort aimed at shaping future
borders in areas of territorial dispute between different national groups. All through a
settlement strategy, designed to claim control over territories not by force of arms,
legislation of the sovereign or political agreements. Thus, it is conducted in a deceitful,
creative, secretive and undeclared manner, taking the initiative in the conflict, including
taking unilateral actions on ground. This conclusion was based on deductive logic

implemented in two test cases: "Tower and Stockade” and #The Alon Plan”.

Furthermore, the new Palestinian construction in Fire Zone 918 is not a chaotic or
natural expansion of settlement, a result of the natural increase of the local population,
but an organized and planned demographic campaign. This conclusion is also based on

deductive reasoning.

In addition, it is argued that the Palestinian demographic campaign has unique
characteristics that are designed to adapt it to the unique geopolitical reality of time and

place, while circumventing obstacles to maximize opportunities. The study identified



ten unique principles for the battle taking place in Zone 918 and found inductive bases

for the Palestinian demographic campaign in Area C.

Lastly, the study proves that the Palestinians have the upper hand in this campaign. The
Israeli political system does not conduct a systematic policy against the Palestinian
demographic campaign. Israeli efforts appear to be a collection of technical, local and

responsive acts that are not coherently managed and do not generate systemic synergy.

Future significance of the study

On the academic level, the recognition and adoption of the term ”demographic
campaign” and the conceptual idea underlying it, may serve as an opening for future
studies, which will analyze settlement enterprises not only geographically and
demographically, but also and perhaps more importantly, from a systemic and strategic

perspective.

On the political level, embracing the notion of 7demographic campaign” and accepting
the findings and conclusions of this study, may lead to proactive political approach
against illegal Palestinian construction in ”Area C” and to planning a coherent policy
facing this strategic problem, which has been increasing over the years, but has not yet

received a suitable strategic response.
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