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:(Oz, 1995)

"Hundreds of thousands of Israelis are convinced, intellectually and

emotionally, that if Israel keeps hold of the occupied territories it will

cease to exist - nothing less than that. Hundreds of thousands of other

Israelis are convinced that if Israel pools out, it will cease to exist -

nothing less than that... Both sides are armed with precedents and expert

opinions, indications that appear to them infallible. Both sides sense an

imminent catastrophe. Both sides share a sense of emergency."
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M Ichilov, O. (2010):
The retreat from public education. New York: Springer.

This book provides a critical analysis of the implementation of market ideology
and practices in education. The social and educational consequences of the most
characteristic market practices, such as parental choice and the involvement in
schools of for-profit and not-for-profit organizations, are examined via the prism
of both modern democratic theory and the discourse of rights.

It is argued that current social forces, such as globalization and the preeminence
of postmodern and multicultural ideologies, changed both the role of government
and of citizens in democracy, paving the road for the introduction of markets in all
public spheres. The book examines the Israeli case-study of the rise and decline
of public schooling, offering unique opportunity to appreciate the centrality of
public schools in the process of nation building and the erection of democracy.

The conclusion is that markets in education defy the democratic purpose of

public schools, and violate children's right to equality education.
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H Ben-Yehuda, N. (2010): Theocratic democracy:
The social construction of religious and secular extremism.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

The State of Israel was established in 1948 as a Jewish democracy, without a
legal separation between religion and the state. Ever since, the tension between
the two has been a central political, social and moral issue in Israel, resulting in
a cultural conflict between secular Jews and the fundamentalist, ultra-orthodox
Haredi community.

What is the nature of this cultural conflict and how is it managed? In this book,
the author examines more than 50 years of media-reported unconventional and
deviant behaviour by members of the Haredi community.

The author finds not only that this behaviour has happened increasingly often
over the years, but also that its most salient feature is violence - az violence not
random or precipitated by situational emotional rage, but planned and aimed to
achieve political goals. Using verbal and non-verbal violence in the forms of
curses, intimidation, threats, arson, stone-throwing, beatings, mass violations,
and more, Haredi activists try to push Israel toward a more theocratic society.

Driven by a theological notion that all Jews are mutually responsible and
accountable to the Almighty, these activists believe that the sins of the few are
paid for by the many. Making Israel a theocracy will, they believe alleviate the
risk of transcendental penalties.

The author maintains that under the current circumstances Israel is effectively
facing the danger of turning into a theocratic democracy. Nevertheless, citizens
with different worldviews currently manage to live under the same umbrella of a

nation-state without tearing the social fabric apart.
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B Galnoor, 1. (2010): Public management in Israel.
London: Routledge.

As government management in Israel is gradually replaced by private sector
management, it is becoming apparent that the collective-oriented mission
of government cannot be fulfilled by the private sector or by the non-profit
organizations of civil society. This book provides an analysis of the machinery
of government in Israel, highlighting the inadequacy of the private sector as an
alternative and how public management will need to cope with the new challenge
and pressures of the 21st century.

Providing hitherto unpublished data, this book gives a comprehensive analysis
of the issue of public and private-sector management. The author examines
the tasks of the civil service; the legal foundation of the public management
machinery; and the profile of civil servants. He looks at the unwieldy budget
process; the prevalence (and absence) of regulation; and external and internal
mechanisms of oversight.

The analysis is balanced by a detailed exposition of Israel's political-
administrative culture with its excessive centralization, secrecy, turfprotection, and
legacy of improvisation, and therir effect on policymaking and administration.

Itzhak Galnoor is Herbert Samuel Professor of Political Science at the Hebrew

University of Jerusalem and Senior Fellow at the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute.
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Vox populi: Content analysis of press responses and talk-backs
to key issues of quality of life and social welfare —

The cases of Judea and Samaria and the Israeli Arabs

D. Soen & V. Ne'eman-Haviv

The paper deals with press responses and talk-backs in the electronic
media dealing with two informative news items focusing on two sectors
of the Israeli population — the Jewish sector and the Arab sector. One item
analyzed is Judea & Samaria Statistical Abstract 2007, dealing with the
Jewish population residing in the West Bank. The other item is a document
published by the (Arab) Mossawa Institute, dealing with poverty in the
Israeli Arab sector. Both items deal with common key issues — quality of
life and social welfare.

The paper points at two main conclusions ensuing from the analyzes
done: First, the press disregard of the Mossawa press release reflects the
exclusion attitude pertaining to the Arab population in Israel, which is
not seen as an integral of the Israeli society. Second, the talk-backs on
their part reflect a great deal of sympathy to the Jewish settlers of Judea &
Samaria, and deep antipathy to the Israeli Arab population and its plight.
This is reflected both in the content of the talk-backs as well as their
verbal use and abuse.



Workplace sexual harassment: Rates, charactersistics
and gender concepts
A. Moore

Workplace sexual harassment of women has received considerable
media attention in Israel recently, yet there has been virtually no empirical
assessment of its prevalence. Moreover, there is scarce research regarding
the characteristics of women who had been harassed or their reaction to
the infringement. Likewise, there has been no exploration of gender-
based attitudes towards this phenomenon. The present study seeks to
provide a preliminary investigation of the scope of the problem and to
characterize its victims along several dimensions such as age, marital
status, and level of assertiveness. The findings establish a rather high
prevalence of workplace sexual harassment among the participants, with
young and single women being at the highest risk for experiencing such
mistreatment. It appears that most women refrain from filing a formal
complaint against their employer, but do not respond passively either.
Rather, they attempt to employ various strategies to bring the harassment
to an end. The study also detected a significant gender gap regarding the
definition of what constitutes sexual harassment. Women in contrast to
men define a greater number of behaviors as harassing, show less tolerance
towards these behaviors and report a lower inclination to absolve the
harasser of responsibility for harassing behavior.



Civilians' coping with war adversities —
Social capital and social resilience

Yovav Eshet and Yossi Lev

In recent years, significant importance has been attributed to civilians'
resilience in difficult situations and the ability to recuperate and return
to normal life (Kimchi & Eshel, 2010). Social Resilience expresses a
society's ability to cope with adversity by adapting to new circumstances,
while its values and institutions remain intact (Friedland, 2005). Based
on this, the current research focuses on the influence of social capital on
social resilience. During the course of the research, 447 questionnaires
were administered to citizens of Zefat, a year after the Second Lebanon
War. The questionnaire examined levels of patriotism, fear, optimism and
trust in governmental institutions. Participants exhibited a low level of
trust in governmental institutions, and reported that in times of crisis they
tended to count on their families and friends. In addition, it was found that
the three dimensions of social capital: interpersonal trust, social networks
and collective solidarity, served as predictors of Social Resilience. It may
be concluded that nurturing of social capital is a necessary prerequisite
in order to build a community's social resilience. The importance of this
issue is especially relevant in Israel, since it is highly likely that Israeli
citizens will continue to be exposed to military threats in the future.



Evacuation's impact on sense of identity among Gaza and
Northern Samaria Jewish evacuees
N. Luzon, I. Schnell, S. Shamai and S. Arnon

This paper examines Gaza and Northern Samaria evacuees' loss of
sense-of-place, and its implications for their sense of identity, following
the August 2005 disengagement..

According to Breakwell's dynamic of identity structuring, an external
or internal threat to identity results in imbalance, leading individuals to
choose a strategy of action to return to the desired equilibrium.

'Place’, central to the evacuees' existence, was an axis around which
personal, communal, national, and quality-of-life aspects coalesced. 'Place’
appears at three levels in the evacuees’ discourse: 1) Domain for self-
realization and empowerment, 2) Social domain, and 3) National domain;
each represents another aspect of individual identity. Principles-of-action
are intertwined. Attempts to preserve or renew them by strengthening
feelings of effectiveness and self-respect connected to their previous
function were prominent. Most settlers chose to preserve their Zionist
identity as it had evolved in the settlements, and to define the new reality
as a betrayal of the Israeli elite. Clear distinctions between their civic-
Israeli and national components (including Judaism and the holiness of
the Land of Israel) of their identity were drawn.

Loss-of-place entails serious implications for all areas of settlers' lives,
threatening their self-identity. The harsh eviction experience includes
post-traumatic characteristics (feelings of betrayal, anger, anxiety, and
impotence), straining attempts to adapt to the new reality. Most settlers,
fixated on the past, strain renouncing a reality that is lost forever. They
have trouble creating a new sense of place and refuse to renounce their
Zionist dream. Failure in balancing the continuity principle has two
causes: 1) feeling a loss of control following their coerced eviction, and

2) loss of the empowerment they gained through life in the settlements.

III



Grief and sense of traumatic stress in response to loss of place:
The case of the Jewish Gaza strip evacuees
1 Schnell, M. Lahav, S. Arnon, N. Luzon, K. Kolan and S. Shamai

The study focuses on the displacement of settlers against their will.
Based on open interviews and a sample of closed questionnaires we
identify among the evacuated settlers symptoms of post traumatic grief
to a place and inability to reestablish themselves in a new place. This
sense of grief is strengthened by sense of betrayal as the main factor
that predicts the appearance of the symptoms. The main lesson from the
study is that evacuated populations must be psychologically prepared to
the move prior and during the process but mostly they need to feel that
the decision to evacuate them was taken for good reasons and purposes.
New challenges that will leave the evacuated with sense of meaning and
purpose must be defined for them.

Post traumatic grief may have also political consequences. The small
number of displaced household and their isolation in Israeli society leaves
them politically powerless and therefore passive in the public arena.
The question arises what will be the political implications of a mass
displacement from the West Bank as part of political agreements with the
Palestinians? From the theory of political trauma developed by Fierke
one may conclude that their marginalization may stimulate the rise of anti

establishment movements that may risk the stability of Israeli society.

Community migration vs. individual migration:
The Jewish evacuees of the Gaza strip
S. Arnon, N. Luzon, S. Shamai and 1. Schnell




Abstracts

Sense of place components of the uprooted people of Gaza
Strip and North Samaria
S. Shamai, S. Arnon, 1. Schnell & N. Luzon

The study probes the meaning of the term "sense of place", by examining
what characterizes each level of the scale of place (home, settlement and
region), and what the main components of sense of place are. We examined
120 evacuees three years after they were removed from their homes in the
Gaza Strip and North Samaria (West Bank). Their level of sense of place
was investigated for both their current and their previous place, which for
most evacuees was very central to their lives and beings. They still have
very strong positive feelings towards their previous (lost) place (home,
settlement and region) in contrast to the feelings towards their current
place, particularly towards their current homes, mainly among those who
do not as yet reside in their permanent settlement (55%).

The most important component of sense of place in regard to the three
levels of place was the physical landscape. The sense of place toward
home is also connected to the perception of how good the place is to raise
a family. The quality of communal life is related mainly to the sense of
place toward the settlement, and also toward the region.
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