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Dennis Ross

American Diplomat and Author

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2011 Special Advisor to the National Security Council
Special Advisor for the Persian Gulf and Southwest Asia to Secretary of State
2098 Hillary Clinton
2009 Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for the Central Region
2008 Principal author of presidential candidate Barak Obama
2002 He became chair of the Jerusalem-based think tank
1991 Director of the United States State Department's Policy Planning Staff
Director of Near East and South Asian affairs in the National Security Council
982198 and Deputy Director of the Pentagon's Office of Net Assessment
EDUCATION
1970 University of California, Los Angeles

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Born in San Francisco, 1948
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Elliot A. Cohen

Professor of Strategic Studies

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Advisor to the State Department

2007-2009
1990 Professor of Strategic Studies at SAIS
1985 Member of the Strategy Department of the US Naval War College
Assistant professor of government at Harvard, and assistant dean of Harvard
1982-1985 University
1982 An intelligence officer in the US Army
EDUCATION
1982 Ph.D. from Harvard University in Political Science
1977 B.A in Government at Harvard University

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Born April 3, 1956 in Boston, Massachusetts
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Hanin Ghaddar

Fellow at the Washington Institute’'s Geduld Program
on Arab Politics

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2018 Adjunct Professor Georgetown University

2015-2016 Nonresident Fellow Atlantic Council

Public Policy Scholar - Middle East Program Woodrow Wilson International

2012 Center for Scholars
2002-2004 Research Officer SURF-Arab States Program at the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP)
1998-2000 Journalist at Assafir Newspaper
1997-1998 Journalist at Beirut Times Newspaper
EDUCATION
2004-2008 M.A. in Middle Eastern Studies from the American University of Beirut
1991 B.A in English Literature from the American University of Beirut

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Languages- English, Arabic
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Thomas Loren Friedman

American Political Commentator and Author

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2004 Named to the Order of the British Empire by Queen Elizabeth
1995 Foreign Affairs columnist for the New York Times Newspaper
1992 The White House correspondent for the New York Times Newspaper
1984-1988 Served as Israel bureau chief for the New York Times Newspaper
1981-1982 Joined The New York Times Newspaper and was appointed Beirut bureau chief
EDUCATION
1975 B.A. degree in Mediterranean studies from Brandeis University
1978 M.A in Philosophy and Modern Middle East studies from Oxford University

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Born July 20, 1953

Mr. Friedman is married and has two daughters
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David Nathan Saperstein

American Rabbi, Lawyer, Jewish Community Leader

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2015-2017 United States Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom

2014 Obgma nominated Saperstein to be the first nonTChristiar_l tp hold the post of
United States Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom
2009 President Obama's Council for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships
2009 Adjunct professor at Georgetown University Law Center
2008 Delivered the invocation at the Democratic National Convention's final session
1999 First Chair of the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom
EDUCATION

Graduated from:

e Cornell University
e Hebrew Union College
e American University, Washington

1970

He is a graduate member in good standing of the Tau Epsilon Phi fraternity

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Born August 5, 1947
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Victoria Coates

Senior Director for Strategic Assessment at the National
Security Council

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Senior director for strategic assessments at the National Security Council in the

2017 Trump administration

2015 National security advisor for Ted Cruz's presidential campaign

2013 Policy advisor for national security

2012 Joined the Foundation for Defense of Democracies as an adjunct fellow

2011 Joingd then-_Goverpor Rick Perry's (R-Texas) presidential campaign as the
foreign affairs advisor

2007-2011 Senior research associate at the Rumsfeld Foundation
EDUCATION

1998 Ph.D. in art history from the University of Pennsylvania

1991 M.A. in art history at Williams College in Williamstown, Massachusetts

1990 Graduated from Trinity College

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Born and raised in Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Descendant of Andrew Gregg Curtin who served as Governor of Pennsylvania during the Civil War
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Brigadier General (*) Scott F. Benedict

Deputy Director for Political Military Affairs for the
Middle East, Strategic Plans and Policy Directorate
(J5), JCS

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Deputy Director for Political-Military Affairs for the Middle East, Strategic

ARG Plans and Policy Directorate (J5), JCS

Director, Manpower, Plans and Policy Division, Manpower and Reserve Affairs,

2017-2018 U.S. Marine Corps (USMC)
2016-2017 Assistant Deputy Commandant for Aviation, Marine Corps
Military Secretary to the Commandant of the Marine Corps, HQMC, the
2015-2016
Pentagon
Commander, 24™ Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU);
2013-2015 Commanding Officer, Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force — Crisis

Response (MAGTF-CR), AFRICOM, EUCOM (2013-2015) AND CENTCOM
(2014-2015)
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Special Assistant to the Assistant Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Military Assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Research,
Development, and Acquisition

2006-2008 Commanding Officer, Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 367
1992-2006 AH-1 W Cobra Pilot, USMC
1990 Commissioned as Naval Aviator, USMC
EDUCATION

B.A. in Political Science, U.S. Naval Academy

M.A. in National Security and Strategic Studies, Naval War College

M.A. in Strategic Studies, Marine Corps War College

PERSONAL INFORMATION

MIT Seminar XXI Fellow

Marines Naval Aviator for over 25 years
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James F. Jeffrey

Ambassador

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2013-2018

Distinguished fellow at The Washington Institute, where he focused on U.S.
diplomatic and military strategy in the Middle East, with emphasis on Turkey,
Irag, and Iran.

One of the nation's most senior diplomats, Ambassador Jeffrey has held a series
of highly sensitive posts in Washington D.C. and abroad

Served as assistant to the president and deputy national security advisor in the
George W. Bush administration, with a special focus on Iran

Served as principal deputy assistant secretary for the Bureau of Near Eastern
Affairs at the Department of State

Earlier appointments included service as senior advisor on Iraq to the secretary
of state; chargé d'affaires and deputy chief of mission in Baghdad; deputy chief
of mission in Ankara; and ambassador to Albania.

EDUCATION

M.A., Boston University; B.A., Northeastern University.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

A former infantry officer in the U.S. army, Ambassador Jeffrey served in Germany and Vietnam from

1969 to 197
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David Michael Satterfield

American diplomat and U.S. Ambassador

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2018 Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs
2017 Senior Foreign Service Officer
2017 Special advisor to the Secretary of State for Libya
2013-2014 Chief of Mission in Cairo
2009 Director General of the Multinational Force and Observers (MFO)
2006 Coordinator for Irag and Senior Adviser to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
2004 Deputy Chief of Mission with rank of Ambassador
1998-2001 Ambassador to Lebanon
1996-1998 Director of the Department of State’s Office of Israel and Arab-Israeli Affairs

21



1990-1993 Director of the Department of State Executive Secretariat Staff

1980 Entered the Foreign Service

EDUCATION

1976 Graduated from the University of Maryland, College Park

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Born December 18, 1954
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Major General Mickey Edelstein
IDF's Military Attaché to the United States

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Led the National Ground Training Center (NTC) and the

2010 “Sinai” Reserve Division of the Israeli Defense Forces
2012-2014 Served as Cqmmander of the Gaza Strip divisipn, leading t.he division during
both Operation “Pillar of Defense” and Operation “Protective Edge”
2010 Brigadier General as Chief of the Infantry and Paratrooper Corps.
2009 Served as Commander of the Battalion Commanders Course
2006 Commander of the “Nahal” Brigade during the Second Lebanon War
1986 Military career beginning
EDUCATION

Bachelor’s Degree in Law and Business Administration from the Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) in
Herzliya

Master’s Degree in Resource Administration from the National Defense University

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Born in Jerusalem, 1966

Married to Hadar and is a father to Yoav and Assaf
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Danny Danon

Israel's Permanent Representative to the United
Nations

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2015-2019 Israel's Permanent Representative to the United Nations.
2015 Appointed Minister of Science, Technology and Space.
2013-2014 Served as Deputy Minister of Defense.

Member of the Knesset. He served as Deputy Chairman of the 18th Knesset,
Chairman of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, including as a member of
the Labor, Welfare and Health Committee, Constitution, Law and Justice,

2009-2015 Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, Education, Culture and Sport
Committee and Aliyah, Absorption and Diaspora Affairs. The Committee on the
Status of Women and Gender Equality and the Committee on the Rights of the
Child.

EDUCATION

BA. In International Relations, F.I.U. (Cum laude).

M.A. in Public Policy and Public Administration from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

26



He studied law at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

He is married and has three children.

Danny Danon was born in Israel in 1971. He completed his military service with the rank of lieutenant
and served as a commander of volunteers.
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Noa Furman

Deputy to Israel’s Ambassador to the UN

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2017 Deputy to Israel’s Ambassador to the UN
2014-2017 Director, East Africa Department, MFA
2010-2014 Minister Counselor, Permanent Mission of Israel to the UN
2004-2008 Representative of Israel in Geneva
1999-2004 Various MFA Positions Abroad
EDUCATION
Graduated from: e Tel Aviv University

e Hebrew University

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Married with 2 children
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Stéphane Dujarric

Spokesperson for the Secretary-General of the United
Nations

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2014 Spokesperson for the Secretary-General of the United Nations
2011-2014 Director, News and Media, UN Department of Public Information
Director of Communication, UNDP
2005 Chief Spokesman for United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan
2000-2005 Associate Spokesperson, UN
1990-2000 Various Positions, ABC Network

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Born in France, 1965
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Jehangir Khan

Director of the United Nations Office of Counter-
Terrorism

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Director of the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism

Acting Director and Deputy Director, DPA Middle East and West Asia Division

Head, DPA lIrag Team

Chairman, UN Iraq Operations Group

Deputy Head, Policy Planning in the Department of Political Affairs

Chef de Cabinet, President of the UN General Assembly

EDUCATION

B.A. from the London University

PhD in Law from Harvard Law School
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Susan Rose-Ackerman

Co-director of the Center for Law, Economics, and
Public Policy at Yale Law School

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Professor of Jurisprudence (Law and Political Science)

Current Co-director of the Center for Law, Economics, and Public Policy at Yale Law
School
Visiting research fellow at the World Bank, where she did research on corruption
1995-1996 .
and economic development.
1992 Took over the Henry R. Luce Chair of Philosophy of Law at the Yale Law
School, and the Department of Political Science.
1983 Director of Columbia Law School Center for Law and Economics
1972-1974 Assistant professor from at the University of Pennsylvania
EDUCATION

PhD in Economics from Yale University

B.A. from Wellesley College

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Born Susan Gould Rose on April 23, 1942 in Mineola, New York
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Dani Dayan

Consul General of Israel in New York

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2016-current Consul General of Israel in New York
2007-2013 Chairman of the Yesha Council
1990-1992 Secretary General of the Tehia political party
1982-2005 Founder, CEO and Chairman of Elad Systems
EDUCATION

M.A in finance from Tel Aviv University (with honors)

B.Sc in Computer Science and Economics from Bar Ilan University

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Served as a MAJ in the Efraim Brigade
Married to Einat and father of Ofir

Fluent in Hebrew, Spanish and English
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David Harris

Executive Director of the American Jewish Committee
(AJC)

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

1990- Executive Director of the AJC
1984-1990 Head of AJC Washington Branch
1981-1984 Member of the National Coalition Supporting Soviet Jewry
1979-1981 Various roles at the AJC
EDUCATION

M.A. from the University of Pennsylvania

M.A. from the London School of Economics

Senior Associate at Oxford University

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Born September 23, 1949
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Ritchie Torres

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Elected to his second term, becoming Chair of the new Oversight and

2017 Investigations Committee of the City Council
Deputy Leader of the City Council
2013 Elected in November 2013 to represent the 15th Council District in the Central

Bronx

Torres worked for council member James Vacca, eventually becoming Vacca's
housing director. In that role, Torres conducted site inspections and document
conditions, ensuring critical housing issues were promptly and adequately
addressed

EDUCATION

Attended Herbert H. Lehman High School

Served in the inaugural class of the Coro New York Exploring Leadership Program

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Torres was raised by his mother in a public housing project in the Throggs Neck neighborhood of
the East Bronx
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Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2019- Senior rabbi of Congregation Emanu-El of the City of New York.

Serves on the board of directors of the Kavod Tzedakah Collective.

Served as senior rabbi of Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester in Chappaqua, New

2002-2013 York

Served as chair of the Central Conference of American Rabbis’ Committee on
2001-2006 Justice, Peace and Religious Liberties and vice-chair of the Commission on
Social Action of Reform Judaism.

1997-2002 Associate rabbi of the Central Synagogue in New York City

EDUCATION

A graduate of Princeton University and ordained by the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Rabbi Davidson’s work has included anti-death penalty advocacy, gay/lesbian inclusion and interfaith
dialogue.

In 2009, he was honored for his interfaith efforts by the Westchester Jewish Council and the American
Jewish Committee, on whose New York board he sits.

He is a past board member of Rabbis for Human Rights-North America.
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Rabbi Gideon Shloush

| 4

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

G Rabbi Shloush was elected as the new President of the New York Board of

Rabbis

2006 Hired by RIETS to oversee the Rabbinic Internship and Training Program at
Yeshiva University’s Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary

2003 Became the Rabbinical Council of America’s director of Rabbinic Learning and
Enrichment

2002 Rabbi Shloush was appointed to the Executive Committee of the Rabbinical
Council of America

EDUCATION

He had several internships in real estate and retail, and even went on to get an MBA at Baruch College,
where he studied in more depth his interest in entrepreneurship

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Rabbi Gideon and Bonnie Shloush are the proud parents of Yair, Micha'el, Ariella, Avigayil, Talia &
Shmuel
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Rabbi David Seth Kirshner

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2017-2019 President of the New Jersey Board of Rabbis
2012-2014 President of the New York Board of Rabbis
2012 Appointed to NJ Israel Commission by Governor Chris Christie
Member of the Chancellor’s Rabbinic Cabinet at the Jewish Theological
Seminary

Kellogg School of Rabbinic Management at Northwestern University,
Inaugural class

UJC Rabbinic Cabinet

Former Board member of the Solomon Schechter Day School of Bergen
County

National Council of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)

Hartman Fellow in Jerusalem

Executive Officer of the Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA)

EDUCATION

BA degree from New York University from Toronto

MA in Hebrew letters and rabbinic ordination from the Jewish Theological seminary.
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Rabbi Amniel Hirsch

Reform Jewish rabbi and a bar-certified lawyer in New
York

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Rabbi Hirsch is recognized internationally for his leadership in Jewish affairs and
is frequently cited in the media

Hirsch is also an officer of the New York Board of Rabbis and a member of the
Partnership of Faith, an interfaith body of New York religious leaders

2004 Joined the Stephen Wise Free Synagogue as Senior Rabbi
served as executive director of the Association of Reform Zionists of America
1992-2004
(ARZA)
EDUCATION

LL.B Honors law degree from the London School of Economics and Political Science

Received rabbinical ordination from the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Has two brothers a sister

Served in the IDF as a tank commander
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Jacques DeGraff

Associate Pastor of Canaan Baptist Church in Harlem

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Current Associate Pastor of Canaan Baptist Church in Harlem
2006 Member of the African American Advisory Council at Nielsen Media Research,
Inc.

Served as Executive Adjunct to the President of the prestigious Hampton
University Ministers’ conference

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Received status of Pastor Emeritus in 1998
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Pinny Ringel

Senior Community Liaison to the Jewish community

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2018-present Senior Community Liaison to the Jewish community, Community Affairs Unit

Ringel served for a short time as Community liaison and chief of staff to former
2012 . )
Senator David Storobin

Ringel had worked in Former Councilman and now State Senator Simcha
2002-2010 ,
Felder’s office
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Ali Velshi
Deputy to Israel’s Ambassador to the UN

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2016-Present MSNBC, Business Correspondent, Co Host
2013-2016 Al Jazeera America, host of Real Money with Ali Velshi
2008 Hosted CNN's Energy Hunt
2005-2006 Assigned to the newly launched The Situation Room

Anchored several shows including Insights, Business Unusual, Street Sweep,
2001-2004 Your Money, and co-hosted The Money Gang with Pat Kiernan before the
network closed down

1999 Hosted The Business News
EDUCATION
2016 Honorary Doctorate of Laws at Queens University
1988-1993

BA, Religious Studies at Queens University

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Born October 29, 1969 Nairobi, Kenya
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