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I would like to express what a great honor and privilege it is to host this year’s group of RCDS participants at the INDC. As an alumnus of the RCDS, I recognize the importance of this type of visit in shaping one's view of the strategic situation in the region.  
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BLUF – TOP 5
Israel is a technological power house, always pushing to innovate, serving as a R&D hub for some of the world most advanced technological companies.
The state of Israel aspires for peace, working with its neighbors to achieve stability, with that in mind, it is determined to defend itself and its people.
We continue to build new bonds alongside strengthening existing partnerships with our allies.
In our 70 years we have achieved many things and we are grateful for the partners we have gained along the way.      
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Table of Contents
My presentation is divided into 3 parts. It includes several videos.
I’m going to begin by talking about the State of Israel. Then I will continue with an overview of the contemporary Middle East and conclude with a few words about the Israeli Defense Forces - the IDF - The organization I represent.
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Distance (Great Britain)
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Introduction
This year, 2018, Israel is celebrating its 70 years of independence, marking many years of stability, success, prosperity and growth.
Israel is the sole democracy in the Middle East and the only non-Muslim state in this region.
In 1948 there were only 800,000 Jewish people in Israel. Today, there are over 8 million citizens in the country.
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Israel ID – A (the UK)
Some comparisons to Israel
The UK is 12 times the size of Israel.
Israel has roughly the same size of population as the city of London (8.788 million in London, 8.842 million in Israel).  
Despite its small size, the state of Israel is endowed by a large variety of points of interests: from a Snowy Ski resort, all the way to a dry desert. 
Wonders such as the Dead Sea (the lowest point on earth), the Sea of Galilee (Where Jesus walked on the water) and numerous beautiful sea shores.
The holy city of Jerusalem is situated in the center of Israel. Jerusalem is sacred to all Abrahamic religions and serves as a pilgrimage site:
For the Jews - The Temple Mount, and its retained outer wall - the Western Wall. 
For the Christians - The ‘Church of the Holy Sepulchre’ (for the Catholics) and ‘Gethsemane’ (for the Protestants). 
And For the Muslims - Jerusalem is the third most important city (after Mecca and Medina), from where the Prophet Muhammad ascended to heaven.
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Economy
The Israeli GDP per capita (nominal) stands on #20. This is in comparison to other developed countries such as France (ranked #21) and United Kingdom (#22).
In addition, the Israeli economy is ranked #55 worldwide, out of more than 200 countries.
Israel is also situated within the top 20 countries in the HDI. The Human Development Index is a merging statistics relating to life expectancy, education, and income ‘per capita’, indicators, used to classify countries according to various levels of human development.
Countries should be rated not merely according to their GDP, but also by their GHP, i.e. "Growth Happiness per capita". Israel ranks 11th in the world in this metric, as you can clearly see.

Contributions to Human Progress
David Ben-Gurion was Israel’s first Prime Minister, who pushed for, and led the[image: ] impossible process for the establishment of the State of Israel, on the 14th of May 1948. 

You can see a part of his vision.                   It is still alive and has been implemented.





Contributions to Human Progress[image: ]
Israel is considered a "Start-Up Nation". It has the highest number of Start-Up companies in the world after Silicon Valley. 
In 70 years, Israel has managed to make the desert bloom and turn it into a unique oasis, thanks to advanced agriculture, sophisticated water economy management and the use of renewable energy.
Did you know that cherry tomatoes were developed in Israel?
Among other technological products invented in Israel I can name:
The ‘Pillcam’ - The most widely used, patient-friendly pill to directly view internal organs of the body to detect, diagnose and monitor abnormalities.
 The USB flash drive. 
Furthermore, Israel’s Defence and security Industry is a state of the art manufacturer ranked at the top 10 worldwide.
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Historic milestones (Brazil)
The Zionist Congress in 1897 - was the first time that the idea of establishing a new Jewish state was heard - only 120 years ago! 
The Balfour Declaration for "a national home for the Jewish people”(November 2nd 1917) - was the first time that a world power recognised the right of the Jewish people to have their own state.
The Holocaust - resulted in the destruction of the European Jewry through the extermination of six million Jews. Those who escaped and survived spread worldwide.

Historic milestones (Brazil)[image: ]
On the 29th of November 1947, The UN General Assembly passed Resolution 181 - which recommended the creation of independent Jewish and Arab states.
On the 14th of May 1948 Israel was established - the following day, the new-born country was attacked by the surrounding Arab countries.
During the 1948 war of Independence, 1967 Six-Day War and 1973 Yom Kippur War - regional Arab coalitions led a pre-planned attack against Israel in all fronts.
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1976  the ‘Entebbe Operation’ objective was to rescue Jewish tourists and Israeli citizens from the heart of Africa, 3500 km away from Israel. The operation was successfully conducted by the Israeli Special Ops and its Air Force. 
1981 ‘Operation Opera’ was a surprise attack carried out on June 7, 1981, which destroyed the ’Osirak’ nuclear reactor in Iraq. 
Just imagine what could have happened if Saddam Hussain had a nuclear bomb during one of the Gulf Wars ?
1991 ‘Operation Solomon’ was a covert Israeli military operation to airlift Ethiopian Jews to Israel.
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Some personal aspects: 
This is my grandmother and my father, after they had escaped Nazi Europe, only to be caught by the British Navy, while trying to infiltrate British Palestine.
The other part of the family escaped and settled in Sao Paolo, as I’ve told you before.
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Mutual Interests: (The UK)	
Many Israeli agricultural technologies are being developed jointly with the UK.
MFO - The Multinational Force & Observers - was established by the peace treaty between Egypt and Israel of 1979. The MFO supervises the implementation of the peace treaty. The force was stationed due to the lack of agreement to station UN forces.


[image: ]Regional Shapers   
Following the first part of the presentation, let's talk about the "neighborhood" … 
Syria has been experiencing a tragic shock affecting the entire region - Millions of refugees, hundreds of thousands of dead and a costly rehabilitation that will last for decades.
The presence of the US and Russia has created a highly tense atmosphere and Syria has become the battlefield for a proxy war between these great political powers.
As for Iran,  let me mention here that there are two radical Islamic revolutions going on in the Middle-East at present - A Sunni revolution led by “Daesh” (or what will become out of it), and a Shi'ite revolution, led by Iran.  The main violent confrontation in the Middle East is not between Israel and the Arab states, but the Ideological-Religious-Internal-Muslim clash between the Shi'ites and the Sunnis.
Iran exports its ideology by force and proxies.

Regional Shapers[image: ]
Precision weapons have been changing the balance of power in a way that Israel cannot accept!
With Iranian support, precise weapons manufacturing centers are being built in Lebanon - which cover most of Israel's territory and its strategic facilities.
Cyber attacks are a threat no less serious than terrorism. Moreover, the very act of attack (remote and anonymous) might be under a state patronage.
Finally, The Palestinian challenge is both an opportunity and a threat: Israel will not accept the existence of a neighboring country that calls for its destruction. On the other hand, Israel wants security, governmental and economic stability for the Palestinians in the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip.
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2011 Map:
The following maps I’m about to present, demonstrate the dramatic change that has taken place in The Middle East in recent years.
Just 6 years ago The Middle East comprised of functioning Nation States.
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2013 Map

During 2013, in the aftermath of the 'Arab spring', we saw a political crackdown and a rise of extremist Islamic organizations that threatened the stability of the governments.

The various factions fought against and amongst each other. 
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2015-17 Map
During the last 3 years, the Middle East has become a multiplayer arena. 
The region serves as a battlefield, both Politically and militarily, between the main powers and their coalitions.
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Movie – Welcome to the neighborhood 
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Lebanon
The significant threat towards Israel is not the Lebanese Armed Forces but Hezbollah – a hybrid entity that has been operating in Lebanon since 1982 and is guided by Iranian influence and orientation.

The bottom picture is of Ali Khamenei - the most important Shi'ite authority and the Supreme Leader of Iran.
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Hezbollah
The quote from Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah, demonstrates 'The Final Solution' to ‘the Jewish problem in Palestine’ according to Hezbollah.
In the para military wing of Hezbollah there are 45000 Soldiers,
Tens of thousands of Short-range Missiles,
Thousands of Mid-range Missiles,
And hundreds of Long-Range Missiles which cover the entire State of Israel.
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Hezbollah Village
Welcome to the village of Shakra - an allegedly peaceful village in Southern Lebanon.
From a civilian's point of view it seems like a quiet Shi'ite village, but from a military point of view - the village is infested with military infrastructure. 
An Israeli intelligence assessment estimates that every third civilian house in Southern Lebanon is linked to Hezbollah’s military mechanism.
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Syria
In the name of religion, half a million people have been killed in Syria in the recent years, two million injured and 12.5 million have lost their homes. 
The result is a serious international humanitarian disaster. 
[image: ]


Gaza 
The ideology of Hamas - a radical Sunni movement, does not recognise the right for the State of Israel to exist.
In 2005, Israel disengaged from the Gaza Strip, including from civilian settlements, which were vacated to allow the Palestinians to prosper and establish their own homeland in Gaza.
In return Israel has been bombarded by rockets from civilian territories, offensive tunnels leading into Israeli communities and maritime terror.
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Hamas
The rockets arsenal located in the Gaza Strip threatens (as you can see on the map) nearly half of Israel's territory, including Jerusalem - Israel's capital, and Tel Aviv - Israel's major metropolitan center.




The West Bank[image: ]
The Palestinian Authority governs the majority of the local population within the West Bank (the parts in red).
What does this caricature remind you of ? 
"The Protocols of the Elders of Zion" – a hook-nosed ultra-orthodox Jew, threatening to hang the ‘Dome of the Rock’ in the name of Judaism.  Unfortunately, this incitement led by the Palestinian leadership, ranging from official speeches to children's school books.
Israel's security organizations operate to prevent organized terror, as well as stop ‘lone wolf’ attacks.
Nevertheless, Israel advocates stability in the West Bank by supporting the Palestinian Security Forces.
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Egypt and Jordan
Israel has peace agreements with both Egypt (which controls the Sinai Peninsula) and Jordan.
All three countries are combating terror on a daily basis, often against a mutual enemy, but also operate through bilateral military channels to promote civilian interests.
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Iran
In this map you can see the Iranian efforts to direct terror against Israel via:
The 'Land Bridge',
The 'Sea Bridge' 
And the 'Air Bridge'.   
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Israel vs. Adversaries
To summarize this part of the presentation:
While Israel has been operating according to the International Law of War, extremist organizations, such as Hamas and Hezbollah, routinely violate it.
These organizations divert substantial civilian resources towards terror activities, and at the same time, civilians are used as human shields. 
Please note this short video.
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Movie – Human shield
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Military Capabilities
I began with an overview of the State of Israel, presented the security challenges, and now I would like to say a few words about the Israel Defense Forces - The IDF.
The power of the IDF relies on the most advanced technological platforms operated by soldiers who understand their main mission – To defend their country.
Israel uses all these capabilities in routine, through an ongoing campaign between wars to:
One – prevent the enemy force build-up.
Two – postpone the next war.

[image: Picture 18]
Video
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Humanitarian efforts
Israel is committed to save lives, including the civilian population of an enemy entity!
let’s watch the following video clip.
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Video
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Humanitarian aid – International Theater
In the afternoon of September 20 this year, the land in Mexico shook.
Within only a few hours, an IDF Home Front Delegation of Search and Rescue experts landed on Mexican soil to help and save lives.
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Lone Soldiers

In the IDF today, there are 33 soldiers from Brazil, including Paula from Rio de Janeiro, who so skill-fully, produced these videos.
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Video















· [image: ]Israel as a centre of stability in the Middle 

· East and a technological power
· Israel is a peace-seeking country,  however it is determined to defend its people and sovereignty!
· The IDF on the emerging battlefield - can serve as a platform for common learning
· Israel is interested in strengthening its security and economic bonds with Latin America
· Israel will celebrate its 70 years of independence - an opportunity to be grateful and thank you for inviting me here!
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Frida Kuzniz and her son were caught on a refugee ship -
“MORDEY HAGETAOT", while trying to infiltrate into British Palestine”
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