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Photo # NH 97118 HTL-4 helicopter evacuates Marine casualties in Korea. 1952
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History of ATLS

‘When | can provide better care in the field wah limited
resaurces than my children and | received at the pnmary
facility, there is something wrong with the systern and the
system has to be changed.”

James K. Stynes
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STUDENT COURSE MANUAL

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS
Trespis Theality
* Highest Stawdards, Better Owlcomes




History of Trauma System Developm

B Standardized Trauma Assessment
— Nebraska Cornfield, 1976
— Orthopedic Surgeon
— Lead to development of ATLS

B Trauma Systems Development

— First developed my military in wartime
M i.e. MASH Units

— Expanded in US to Level1, 2, 3 Trauma Centers

B Urban Systems

M Statewide networks of systems

B Level 1- Highest level of care, Leaders in research, clinical
care and education

B Level 2 - Provides definitive care in wide range of complex
traumatic patients

B Level 3 - Provides initial stabilization and treatment. May
care for uncomplicated trauma patients

B Level 4 - Provides initial stabilization and transfers all
trauma patients for definitive care







All Injured
patients

PREHOSPITAL
Communication

Medical Direction
Triage

LEGISLATION

Trauma chain of survival
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Trimodal Distribution of Trauma
Deaths

Lacerations:
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Long hone fractures
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